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PREFACE. 


THp  following  Sheets  were  never 
intended  for  publication,  but  writ- 
ten merely  for  the  purpofe  of  being  read 
before  a  Medical  Society  in  this  Metropolis. 
Influenced  by  the  flattering  marks  of  atten- 
tion with  which  they  were  received,  together 
with  the  folicitations  of  fome  of  my  refpe6t- 
able  friends,  I  have  been  induced  to  lay  them 
before  the  Public,  and  fubmit  to  their  can^ 
^id  and  impartial  examination. 

It  may  probably  appear  extraordinary 
and  unimportant,  to  revive  the  difcuflion  of 
a  fubjeft  fo  often  a  matter  of  debate,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  moft  men  now  fatisfa6lorily 
difmifled  :  and  it  may  likewife  feem  fuper- 
fluous  in  the  eyes  of  many,  to  offer  to  the 
public  infpeclion  the  hifl:ory  of  ?l  difeafe 

which 
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which  has  been  fo  amply  treated  of  by  Dr. 
Aftruc,  in  his  operofe  volume. — Had  he 
been  lefs  prolix,  and  more  connefted  and 
arranged,  thefe  obfervations  would  have 
never  appeared :  but  the  prolixity  and  ab- 
ftrufenefs  of  this  moft  elaborate  and  inge- 
nious performance,  have  been  the  caufe  of 
its  being  little  read  or  attended  to. 

It  has  been  urged  by  fome  as  an  inftanc6 
of  the  inutility  of  attending  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  Venereal,  or  of  any  other  diftemper 
—that  admitting  we  pofleffed  a  perfe6l 
knowledge  of  its  hiftory,  origin,  &c.  they 
would  avail  us  very  little  in  the  method  of 
cure,  nor  would  they  point  out  one  fupe* 
rior  to  that  we  are  at  prefent  acquainted 
with;  and  that  inftead  of  perplexing  our- 
felves  with  new  theories  and  new  hypo- 
thefes  on  this  fubjeft,  are  better  calculated 
for  the  oftentation  of  authors,  than  pro- 
moting and  diffeminating  ufeful  knowledge, 
it  would  ferve  more  for  general  good, 
to  attend  to  well  eftablifhed  rules  contain- 
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ing  found  praftice,  and  better  methods  of 
curing  difeafes.  Granting  this  to  be  in  a 
great  meafure  true,  yet  ignorance  of  the 
hiAory  of  this  diftemper,  as  far  as  it  is 
known,  would  be  inexcufable  in  men  who 
profefs  one  of  the  moft  liberal  and 
moft  extenfive  of  the  fciencesj  in  which 
their  knowledge  cannot  be  too  univer- 
fal  or  diffufed,  were~  they  to  arrive  at 
the  age  of  an  Antidiluvian,  and  polTefled 
greater  perfeverance  and  abilities  than  com- 
monly fall  to  the  lot  of  man — ^^all  thefe 
would  be  infufficient  to  make  them  com- 
pletely Ikilled  in  every  branch  of  medicine, 
as  it  includes  the  whole  circle  of  the  Sci- 
ences— fo  limited,  and  fo  confined  is  human 
underftanding. 

But  the  hiftory  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
cannot  appear  altogether  fo  trivial,  when 
we  confider  that  the  hiftory  of  difeafes  is 
not  an  inconfiderable  part  of  the  hiftory  of 
human  nature ;  and  as  an  elegant  modern 

Writer 
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Writer  *  obferves,  *'  Intimately  conne61:ecl 
"  with  the  progrefs  of  luxury,  intempe- 
*'  ranee,  and  every  other  deviation  from  the 
"  fimple  laws  of  the  animal  oeconomy. 
"  And,  therefore,  in  afcertaining  the  period 
*'  of  the  firft  appearance  of  any  difeafe,  but 
*'  particularly  of  one  which  originates  from, 
"  and  tends  to  annihilate  the  very  fource  of 
*'  human  exiftence,  we  make  one  impor- 
tant  ftep,  not  only  in  the  general  hiftory 
"  of  the  progrefs  of  manners,  but  even  in 
"  the  hiftory  of  the  world." 

Befides,  there  feen^s  to  be  an  innate  proi 
penfity  in  man  to  fearch  for  caufes,  from 
feeing  efFe6ls  -f- ;  they  are  proportionally 
eager  after  caufes,  as  they  appear  the 
more  dark  and  inexplicable. 

.    *  Dr.  Martin  Wall,  of  Oxford. 

t  This  axiom  was  evidently  verified  in  the  Lu^s 
Venerea  ;  for  on  the  appearance  of  that  malady  in  our 
hemifphere,  the  attention  of  the  ingenious  and  learned 
feemed  to  be  totally  abforbed  in  attempting  to  trace  it 
to  its  fountain  head,  and  explore  its  principal  fource. 


This 
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This  principle  of  curiofity  may  be  call- 
ed the  foul  of  difcovery ;  without  it,  every 
improvement;^  every  veftige  of  fcience  would 
foon  be  enveloped  in  ignorance  and  fuper- 
ftition,  and  finally  obliterated.  When  this 
fpirit  of  excitement,  this  cement  of  fociety 
withdraws  itfelf  from  kingdoms  and  em- 
pires, however  polifhed,  or  however  refined , 
they  fink  by  degrees  into  their  primeval 
ftate  of  rudenefs  and  barbarifm. 

Had  this  publication  been  intended, 
folely  for  the  perufal  of  the  medical 
reader,  I  might  have  been  prompted  to 
have  entered  more  fully  into  the  pra6lical 
part  "'^;  but  I  had  in  view  as  much  the 
amufement  of  the  private  gentleman,  as 
the  information  of  thofe  in  the  profefiion 

*  Did  my  inclination  ever)  lead  me,  it  would  now  be 
fuperfluous  to  enlarge  on  this  part  of  my  fubjed  j  for 
fmce  this  publication  has  been  fent  to  the  prefs,  that  very 
eminent  and  much  experienced  furgeon,  Mr.  Hunter, 
has  favoured  the  world  with  a  quarto,  on  the  treatment 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

a  —who 
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— who  are,  we  may  prefume,  pofTefTed 
of  an  equal  fliare  of  curiofity,  and  equally 
defirous  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  va- 
riety of  conje6lures  and  opinions  formed  by 
the  moft  diftinguiflied  philofophers,  hifto- 
rians,  phyficians,  poets,  and  divines,  rela- 
tive to  the  nature  and  introdudlion  of 
tliis  deftru6live  diftemper,  this  pefl  of 
mankind. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  annexed  to 
thefe  obfervations  a  few  experiments  which 
I  had  made,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  efFe6ls 
of  the  Venereal  Virus  on  different  ani- 
mals, but  they  feemed  to  me  fo  unfatisfac- 
tory  as  not  to  merit  attention.  The 
experiments  were  made  on  the  following 
animals,  viz. — The  dog,  cat,  and  rabbit. 
From  the  refult  of  thefe,  it  appeared  that 
none  of  them  were  the  leaft  fufceptible  to 
the  Venereal  Poifon,  either  when  given 
into  the  ftomach*,  or  applied  to  the  organs 

fub- 

*  The  following  accidental  occurrence  tends  to 
elucidate  the  inferences  drawn  from  the  cxiieriments 

made 
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fubfervient  to  generation,  or  to  incifion 
made  on  any  exterior  parts  of  their  bodies. 
Thence  we  may  conclude  that  its  effe6ls 
are  confined  to  man  alone  :  he  is  the  vi6tim 
devoted  for  its  rage.  But  why  it  is  fo,  and 
the  reft  of  the  creation  exempted  from 

made  on  the  ftomach  of  the  above  animals,  and  like- 
wife  to  prove  that  neither  the  fyphilitic  or  gonorrhoea! 
virus  has  any  efFedt  upon  the  ftomach  of  man. 

In  the  year  1 781,  a  Captain  of  the  Navy  (at  Portf- 
mouth)  being  under  my  care  for  a  large  Venereal  Ulcer 
on  the  glans,  accompanied  with  a  confiderable  difcharge 
from  the  urethra — his  cuftom  was  frequently  through- 
out the  day,  to  bathe  the  parts  with  warm  milk  and 
water,  in  which  he  fometimes  put  a  little  fpirits.  A 
feaman  waiting  upon  him  one  morning,  and  being 
placed  in  the  room  where  the  Captain  had  been  in  the 
evening  before,and  feeing  a  glafs  rummer  half  full  of  this 
mixture  (which  had  been  ufed  for  the  purpofe  above- 
mentioned)  and  taking  it  for  rum  and  milk,  drank  it 
ofF.  About  two  hours  after,  my  patient  getting  out  of 
bed  and  inquiring  after  the  milk  and  water — the  failor 
told  him,  with  fome  hefitation,  '  he  hoped  there  was 
*  no  harm,  but  that  he  had  drank  it.'  The  Captain 
alarmed  for  the  confequcnces,  fent  immediately  for  me; 
I  came  in  two  hours  after,  and  four  from  the  accident, 
and  ordered  him  a  vomit,  and  never  any  thing  difagree- 
ble  occurred. 

them 
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tliem,theutmoft  ftretchof  liurnan  invefliga-: 
tion  will  probably  never  be  able  to  dilcover. 

In  order,  however,  to  render  this  difler- 
tation  more  acceptable  to  the  pra6litioner, 
and  of  greater  utiUty,  I  have  added  a  fliort 
hiftory  of  the  various  remedies  recommend- 
ed from  the  period  of  the  firft  appearance  of 
the  difeafe  in  Europe,  to  thefe  times ;  and 
have  thrown  in  fome  general  obfervations 
on  the  different  modes  of  treatment  at  pre- 
fent  in  vogue  Thefe,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will 
not  appear  altogether  unworthy  of  perufal, 
as  they  are  the  refult  of  obfervation,  and 
a  pretty  extenfive  experience; — my  late 
fituation  in  the  Navy  having  afforded  a 
large  field  for  Venereal  practice. 

If  I  have,  in  any  degree,  been  inftrumental 
in  exciting  thofe  who  are  better  calculated  to 
treat  of  my  fubjeft,  in  a  more  enlarged 
and  extended  fcale,  and  whofe  geniufes  are 
better  adapted  to  the  fpirit  of  inquiry 
and  inveftigation,  the  intention  of  thefe 
pages  is  fully  accompliflied. 

AN 
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I    N  U    I    R  Y 

INTO  THE 

ORIGIN  AND  ANTIQUITY 

O  F   T  H  E 

LUES  VENEREA. 

A VARIETY  of  opinions  have  pre- 
vailed in  determining  at  wllataera 
the  Lues  Venerea  made  its  appearance  in 
Europe ;  but  it  is  now  the  general  belief, 
that  it  was  unknown  in  any  European 
kingdom  before  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth 
century ;  and  was  then  imported  from  the 
iflands  adjacent  to  the  Continent  of  South 
America,  by  fome  of  the  companions  of 
Columbus ;  having  been  communicated 
to  them  at  the  period  when  that  enterpri- 
fmg  adventurer  firft  explored  that  part  of 

B  the 
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the  world.  Their  accounts  of  it  ftrike  us 
with,  wonder  and  amazement ;  from  thefe 
it  appears,  that  it  was  a  common  diflemper 
amongft  thofe  iflands,  but  particularly  in 
Hifpaniola,  where  it  was  epidemic  and 
contagious  like  the  itch  j  and  that  it  was 
in  a  manner  hereditary  to  the  natives,  who 
not  only  contrafted  it  by  venery,  but  it 
likewife  broke  out  fpontaneoufly  upon 
them  J  owing,  as  has  been  fuppofed  by 
many  Spanifh  authors  of  confequence, 
particularly  Gonzalvo  Fernandode  Oviedo*, 
who  refided  many  years  among  them,  to 
proceed  from  their  grofs  and  intempe- 
rate manner  of  living,  united  to  that 
floth  and  ina6livity,  the  natural  efFe6ls 
of  a  hot  climate.  They  further  inform 
us,  that  they  were  in  other  refpe61:s  a  very 
healthy  people  j  they  feemed,  agreeable  to 
the  accounts  of  a  late  celebrated  writer  -f , 
to  be  every  way  exempt  from  many  of  the 
diftempers  which  affli6l  civilized  and  po- 

*  Ovied.  Hift.  General.  &  Natural,  de  Ind.  Oc- 
cident. 

t  Robertfon  Hift.  Amcrio,  Vol.  z.  Book  viii. 

lifliei. 
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liflied  nations.  None  of  the  maladies 
which  are  the  immediate  offspring  of  lux- 
ury ever  vifited  thera  j  and  they  had  no 
names  in  their  language,  by  which  to  dif- 
tinguifli  this  numerous  train  of  adven- 
titious misfortunes.  That  in  return  for 
the  compliment  they  prefented  the  Spani- 
ards, were  infe^ed  with  the  fmall-pox  *, 
a  difeafe  confiderably  more  difagreeable  and 
deftru6live  amongft  them,  than  theVenereal 
Diflemper  ever  was  with  us,  even  in  its 
worft  condition. 

Previous  to  its  being  fo  univerfally  dif- 
tinguiflied  in  Europe,  it  had  got  fome 
footing  in  Italy  in  1493,  but  not  raging 
rapidly  was  paid  little  attention  to.  Two 
years  after,  the  memorable  fiege  of  Naples 
occurred,  which  gave  it  an  opportunity  of 
being  more  generally  difFufed  throughout 
the  French  army,  who  were  there  waging 

*  Le  Clerc,  fpeaking  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  Spaniards,  upon  their  firft  expedition  to 
America,  brought  home  from  thence  this  infectious 
diforder,  and  foon  after  carried  over  another  (the  fmall- 
pox)  of  equal  contagion,  to  Mofe  rage,  many  Princes 
both  of  the  Houfes  of  Mexico  and  Peru  fell  a  facrifice. 

B  2  war. 
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war,  headed  by  the  vi6lonous  Charles  VIII. 
againft  the  combined  forces  of  Spain  and 
Naples  ;  and  at  a  very  fhort  period  after, 
the  infe6lion  was  propagated  to  their 
neighbours  on  this  fide  of  the  water.  The 
reader  will  agree  with  me  in  obferving, 
that  the  votaries  of  Venus  have  great  rea- 
fon  to  curfe  the  fatal  moment  it  firll  fhed 
its  baneful  influence  among  them  :  happy 
would  it  have  been  for  mankind,  if  the 
exuberant  profufion  with  which  the  mines 
of  Mexico  and  Peru  pour  forth  their  in- 
exhauftible  treafure,  had  been  yet  unex- 
plored, millions  of  lives  would  have  been 
preferved,  and  Europe,  though  perhaps  in 
a  more  indigent  ftate,  would  have  remained 
ignorant  of  fo  direful  a  malady.  Not 
only  all  Europe  felt  its  deftru£tive  effects, 
but  it  foon  urged  its  way  into  the  re- 
moteft  corners  of  Afia  and  Africa ;  and, 
in  fliort,  where  man  was,  there  it  pene- 
trated— *  Even  the  lofty  and  confecrated 

walls 

*  So  wicked,  fcandalous,  and  deteftable,  were  the 
pradtices  of  the  cloiftered  ecclefiaftics,  that  in  the  days 
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walls  of  convents  and  nunneries,  were 
unable  to  prevent  its  accefs ;  which  led  to 
I'uch  difcoveries,  as  the  fecrefy  of  con- 
venticle intrigue  were  anxious  to  conceal 
within  the  limits  of  their  cloifters. — This 
feems  to  have  been  its  routine  of  com- 
munication to  the  whole  world.  In  the 
the  earlieft  appearance  of  this  diftemper  in 
Europe,  the  fufferings  of  the  firft  vi6lims 
were  intolerably  grievous ;  for,  according 
to  fome  ancient  writers,  it  occafioned  the 
hair  and  the  nails  to  fall  off,  and  pro- 
duced other  fymptoms,  fo  numerous  and 
dreadful,  as  to  to  be  unparalleled  in  hif- 
tory.  It  fpread  fo  univerfal  a  terror  and 
confternation  among  all  ranks  of  people, 
that  the  fick  were  fuffered  to  perifh  alone, 

of  the  beautiful  but  unfortunate  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
an  Archbifliop  having  frequently  vifited  the  inner  apart- 
ments of  a  celebrated  abbefs,  of  her  contracted  a  difeafc 
of  fo  dreadful  a  nature,  that  his  phyficians  pronounced 
it  incurable. — To  the  fkill  of  a  famous  Italian  aftrolo- 
ger,  who  had  brought  a  remedy  for  the  difeafe  from 
Tufcany,  where  it  had  firft  appeared,  fome  years  before, 
was  the  moft  reverend  prelate  indebted  for  a  cure, 

Vide  de  Vitji  Cardani. 

B  3  in 
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in  fuch  mifery,  as  till  that  period  they  had 
been  entirely  unacquainted  with ;  and  the 
experience  of  the  phyficians  furniflied  them 
with  no  remedy  that  could  counteraft  its 
malignity.  In  the  firft  breaking  out  of  this 
diftemper,   as   well  as  fince,  there  were 
many  who  would  not  attend  to  reafoning 
on  the  fubje£l ;  but  took  an  infinite  deal 
of  pains  to  prove,  that  this  difeafe  was 
known  both  by  the  Greeks  and  Arabians ; 
but  imperfeflly  defcribed  under  the  names 
of  difficult  kinds  of  leprofies,  exulcera- 
tions,   and  other  cutaneous  affeftions — 
Advocates  for  this  mode  of  reafoning,  may 
indeed  fhew  us  their  great  reading,  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  convince  us  of  their 
want  of  difcernment  and  attention  ;  for  let 
thofe  that  entertain  the  above  opinion,  pe- 
rufe  the  cafes  related  by  Gafpar  Torella,  a 
celebrated  phyfician  of  Valencia  in  Spain, 
who  lived  and  praftifed  at  the  firft  eruption 
of  this  contagious  evil ;  and  compare  them 
with  the  fymptoms  of  elephantiafis,  which 
are  fo  elegantly  and  accurately  depi6led  by 
Araeteus  and  Hali  Abbas,  will  find  them 

widely 
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widely  different  *.  It  is  apparent  to  the 
leaft  difcerning,  who  have  read  with  at- 
tention the  works  of  the  ancients,  that 
tliere  is  not  the  fame  variety  of  appear- 
ances, the  fame  compHcation  of  fymptoms, 
in  any  one  difeafe  to  which  niankiad  is 
expofed,  as  in  thi^ :  it  was  obferved  to  be 
fo  pecuUar  in  its  nature,  and  fo  remarka- 
ble in  every  circumflance  attending  it,  that 
the  majority  of  the  moft  learned  and 
perienced  pra6litioners,  were  convinced 
that  it  was  a  new  difeafe  j  and  one  with 
which  neither  the  Greek  nor  Arabian  phy- 
ficians  were  at  all  acquainted  •\.  John 

*  *'  Lepra  albedo  eft  quE  in  exterioribus  St  acutis  : 
*'  &  aliquando  in  quibufdam  fine  aliis  eft  membris  : 
*'  ncn  nunquam  vcro  in  toto  fit  corpora  interdum  ut 
*'  totius  fit  corporis  color  albus.  Quse  in  membro  eft, 
*'  fi  ex  mala  fit  frigida  complexione,  h«ec  funt  figna ; 
"  quum  membrum  in  quo  eft,  album  eft  colore  itidem- 
*'  que  ejus  pili ;  &  fi  cutis  phlebotomo  vel  certe  acu 
*'  piingitur,  fanguis  ab  eo  non  egreditur,  fed  humiditas 
«  alba." 

Hali  Abbas  Theor.  Cap.  16. 
t  The  Jews  and  Mahometans,  who  were  baniflied 
from  Spain  in  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella^  in- 
troduced the  Venereal  Difeafe  into  Africa. 

B  4  Leo, 
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Leo,  who  wrote  the  Hlftory  of  Africa  foon 
after  this  diftemper  was  known  in  that 
quarter,  makes  mention,  that  the  fame 
■notion  prevailed  there  alfo ;  and  in  Bar- 
bary,  its  ravages  fpread  with  fuch  uncon- 
troulable  force,  that  thofe  who  were  fo 
unhappy  as  to  be  affli6led,  fell  either  vic- 
tims to  its  violence,  or,  what  is  infinitely 
worfe,  lingered  out  the  remainder  of  their 
wretched  exiftence  as  fpe6lacles  of  the 
greateft  mifery. 

However,  not  to  conceal  any  thing  that 
has  the  leaft  tendency  to  favor  thofe,  who 
imagine  this  diftemper  of  more  ancient 
date,  they  may  find  fomtthing  to  ftrength- 
en  their  hypothefis  in  Gordonius,  who 
takes  notice  of  pains  and  ulcers  afFecfling 
the  penis,  together  with  buboes,  which 
were  often  the  confequence  of  promifcuous 
coition  * :  and  GuUelmus  de  Saficeto,  in 
fpeaking  of  a  bubo,  obferves,  "  cum  ac- 
^'  cidit  hpmini  in  virga  corruptio,  propter 

*■  "  Jacere  cum  muliere,  cujus  matrix  eft  immunda 
f.'  plena  fanie  wt  virulenta." 

Ffjend's  Hift.  Phyf.  Vol.  II.  p.  346. 
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concubitum  cum  fceda  muliere,  aut  ob 
"  aliam  caufam,  itaqiie  corruptio  multi- 
"  plicatur  &  retinetur  in  virga :  unde  non 
*'  poteft  natura  mundificare  virgam  aut 
"  locum  primo  propter ftriftam  viam  illius 
"  loci,  unde  redit,  &  regui-gitat  materia 
"  ad  locum  inguinum  propter  habilitatem, 
"  loci  illius  ad  recipiendum  fuperfluitatem 
"  quamlibet,  &  propter  affinitatem  quam 
**  habent  haec  loca  ad  virgam  This 
paflage  from  Gordonius  comes  neareft  to 
the  point,  of  any  we  have  met  with,  in 
favor  of  the  antiquity  of  the  Venereal 
Difeafe ;  as  it  appears  that  he  lived  in  1 270, 
which  was  223  years  before  it  was  known 
in  Europe.  The  indefatigable  and  inge- 
nious Dr.  Aftruc,  has  juftly  acquired  the 
hlgheft  rank  in  his  profeffion,  and  feems 
to  have  underftoood  the  nature  and  hif- 
tory  of  this  diftemper  fuperior  to  any 
who  ever  wrote  on  the  fubjed  :  in  his  ela- 
borate volume,  the  opinions  of  all  the 
writers  on  the  Difeafe,  from  its  earlift  ap- 

*  Gul,  de  Saliceto  Chirurg.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  42. 

De  Apoftemat.  in  Inguinibus. 

pearance 
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pearance  to  his  time,  are  there  cahdidly 
ftated. — He  was  of  opinion,  that  both  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  were  total  ftrangers 
to  it,  and  brings  convincing  and  undenia- 
ble proofs  to  fupport  his  do61:rine.  It  is 
evident  (obferves  our  admired  author  *) 
"  from  the  filence  of  all  the  phyficians, 
hiftorians,  and  poets,  from  the  days  of 
"  Hippocrates  to  the  prefent,  that  no  no- 
"  tice  was  taken  of  it and  it  is  the 
more  aftonifhing,  as  they  were  fcrupu- 
loufly  accurate  in  defcribing  every  other 
the  moft  trifling  and  minute  difeafe  that 
occurred  in  their  times,  fhould  omit  men-' 
tioning  fo  remarkable,  fo  direful,  and  fo 
uncommon  a  diftemper,  if  it  had  been  fo 
frequent  among  them,  as  for  near  three 
centuries  it  has  been  with  us  -f-.  Even 

Rome 

*  Aftruc,  Book  I.  Chap.  i.  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

f  Non  in  Europa  innotuit  ante  1493.  Quia,  i, 
Neque  a  medicis,  neque  hiftoricis,  neque  poeticis  fcrip- 
toribus,  ante  hoc  tempus,  defcribitur.  2.  Non  efl: 
Lepra  antiquorum.  3.  Primi  fcriptores  confentiunt 
quod  morbus  antea  inauditus  fuit.  Non  in  Italia, 
certis  caufis  concurrentibus,  germinabat  j  neque  a  re- 

gionibus 
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Rome  in  her  greateft  luxury,  at  the  time 
when  flie  was  outrivalling  every  other  na- 
tion in  diffipation,  when  her  citizens  were 
addi6led  to  every  fenfual  and  inordinate  gra- 
tifications, when  they  were  entirely  aban- 
doned to  all  the  exceffes  of  unlawful  plea- 
fures,  were  unacquainted  with  this  difeafe, 
or  fo  prolific  a  fubjedl  would  not  hrave 
efcaped  the  fatiric  pens  of  a  Horace  or  a 
Juvenal.     Some  commentators,  indeed, 
on  the  firft  mentioned  poet,  have  confider- 
ed  the  following  paffage  as  applicable  to 
the  Venereal  Difeafe : 

*   1  "  Foeda  cicatrix 

"  Setofarri  lajvi  frontem  turpaverit  oris 
"  Campanum  in  morbum  in  faciem  permulta  jow 
"  catus." 

but  doubtlefs  this  is  founded  on  conjeC'- 
ture.  J  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  in- 
famous difeafe  of  the  Capuans  (a  people' 
notorious  for  all  manner  of  debaucheries 

gionlbus  Africae  j  fed  ab  Hifpaniola  cum  Columbo  ad- 
veftus,  hello  Neapolitano  fe  primo  manifeftabat. 

Home's  Principia  IVIedicinae. 
*  Horat.  Lib.  L  Sat.  5. 

and 
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and  difordeily  pleafures)  was  no  more  than 
what  is  daily  produced  in  confequenceof  too 
liberally  facrificing  at  the  flirine  of  Bacchus ; 
as  it  is  no  uncommon  fight  in  thefe  times, 
to  fee  carbuncled  faces  amongft  the  votaries 
of  that  inebriating  deity  j  and  perhaps  the 
foul  fear  on  MefTius  Cicerrus's  forehead, 
alluded  to  in  the  quotation,  may  have  been 
occafioned  from  a  fimilar  caufe.  Others 
again,  with  more  propriety,  have  fuppofed 
that  he  was  hinting  at  a  common  cutaneous 
diften^per  in  that  climate,  which  the  Ro- 
mans called  Impetigo,  and  is  at  this  pre- 
fent  day  very  prevalent  in  Italy. — Valefius 
too,  imagined,  that  the  fcorbutic  eruption 
on  the  face  of  the  emjieror  Tiberius,  as 
related  by  Tacitus ;  and  the  corroding  ulcers 
of  the  prepuce  and  glans,  the  difcharge 
of  thin  fanious  matter  from  the  urethra, 
the  mortification  and  the  cancer  of  the 
penis,  &c. — all  mentioned  by  Celfus,  lib. 
vi.  cap.  1 8.  De  obfccenarum  partium  vitiiss 
and  defcribed  as  obftinate  difeafes,  and 
were  modifications  of  our  modern  fyphili- 
tic  complaints.    But  it  is  ftrange  to  con- 
ceive. 
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ceive,  that  every  ulcer  and  running  from 
thofe  parts  fhould  be  venereal— furely  they 
are  compofed  of  the  fame  materials,  and 
liable  to  the  fame  injuries,  as  every  other 
part  in  the  body ;  confequently  fubje<ft  to 
the  fame  difeafes  independent  of  this  caufe. 
Thefe  paflages,  however,  have  been  fo  va- 
rioufly  interpreted,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
draw  any  jull  or  fatisfa6lory  conclufions 
relative  to  the  true  ftate  of  thefe  difeafes : 
but  it  is  very  apparent,  from  the  majority 
of  opinions,  they  do  not  bear  greater 
marks  of  Venereal  Diftempers,  than  of 
many  others,  though  they  have  been 
often  produced  as  an  argument  in  favor  of 
its  antiquity.  Another  remarkable  cir- 
cumftance  may  be  brought  forward,  which 
helps  further  to  expunge  the  idea,  that  it 
was  known  to  the  ancients— it  having  no 
particular  name  affixed  to  it  *  when  it 
made  its  firft  entrance  into  Europe,  but 
yvas  looked  upon  as  an  anonymous  diftem- 

*  The  natives  of  the  Caribbee  Iflands  called  th? 
difeafe  Epian,  which  is  of  the  fame  fignification  as. 
difeafcd,  diftempefed,  or  rotten. 

per; 
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per  3  each  nation  beftowing  upon  it,  the 
name  of  the  country  they  imagined  they 
firft  received  it  from — we  termed  it  the 
the  French-pox,  becaufe  it  was  conjec- 
tured (how  defervedly  it  is  impoffible  to 
determine)  that  its  firft  communication  to 
this  ifland  was  through  them  *.  The  va- 
riety of  defignations  for  the  fame  diftem- 
per,  puzzled  and  perplexed  pra6litioners, 
that  they  were  abfolutely  at  a  lofs  what 
name  they  fhould  affign  to  it ;  it  had  not, 
however,  received  the  appellation  of 
French-pox  till  fome  time  after  the  Nea- 
politan expedition.  Some  again  have  con- 
tended for  its  being  known  to  Hippocrates, 
and  attempt  to  produce  paflages  from  that 
divine  old  man,  in  order  to  prove  their  af- 
fertions.  The  difeafe  which  this  prince  of 
medicine  fpeaks  of,  and  which  is  defcribed 
by  him  (in  Lib.  Epidem.  fed.  3.)  has  in- 

*  However  its  moft  general  name  in  Europe,  on  its 
firft  introduaion,  was  the  Neapolitan  Difeafe,  occa- 
fioned,  no  doubt,  from  its  being  more  generally  known 
and  comn-iunicated  to  the  inhabitants  of  different  na- 
^tions,  collcded  together  at  the  fiege  of  that  city. 

deed 


of  the  Lues  Venerea.  15 

deed  fome  refemblance  to  the  fymptoms 
of  the  Lues  Venerea ;  but  the  diftemper 
he  there  makes  mention  of,  was  acute  and 
epidemical,  attended  with  a  confiderable 
degree  of  fever,  occafioned  from  a  hot 
and  wet  feafon,  not  uncommon  in  fome 
parts  of  Greece;  but  the  Venereal Diforder 
is  chronical,  peculiar  to  no  feafons,  comes 
on  without  febrile  fymptoms,  and  con- 
tracted only  by  coition.    The  plague  of 
Athens,  which  raged,  according  to  Thucy- 
dides,  at  a  fhort  period  before  the'  fecond 
Peloponnefian  war,  in  its  appearance,  bears 
much  the  fame  defcription  with  the  Lu'es 
Venerea  ;  but  that  difeafe,  which  this  ce- 
lebrated Athenian  hiftorian  takes  notice  of, 
difappeared  of  itfelf  j  what  never  or  very 
rarely  occurs  in  venereal  affeftions,  or  was 
cured  by  quite  different  remedies,  than 
what  is  commonly  employed  in  thefe  dif- 
tempers.    A  moment's  confideration  muft 
convince  us,  that  this  circumftance  alone 
is  fufficient  to  demolifh  this  opinion :  but 
when  men  are  anxious,  that  the  world 
jfhould  adopt  their  favorite  dodrines,  how- 
2  ever 
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ever  abfurd  and  inconfiftent,  they  have  often 
ingenuity  enough  to  provide  themfelves  with 
a  fufficient  code  of  arguments  to  fupport 
their  fide  of  the  queftion.  The  following 
fabulous  accourtt,  taken  from  Herodotus, 
a  celebrated  hiftorian,  who  flouriflied  in 
the  eighty-feventh  Olympiad,  has  made 
fome  imagine,  that  the  Scythians  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and  by 
them  diffeminated  through  half  the  globe, 
fome  hundred  years  before  the  expedition  to 
America  in  1492;  which,  from  its  peculi- 
arity and  eccentricity,  we  cannot  omit  in- 
ferting  it  in  this  Inquiry. — The  Scythians, 
an  enterprifing,  fpirited  people,  remarkable 
for  their  prowefs  in  military  affairs,  made  an 
irruption  into  Paleftine,  where  they  plun- 
dered and  deftroyed  the  temple  at  Afcalon, 
ereded  in  honor  of  Venus  Urania.  The 
commifTion  of  this  facrilegious  adion,  in- 
cenfed  the  Goddefs  fo  much,  that  fhe  in- 
flifted  on  the  defpoilers  of  her  temple,  and 
their  pofterity,  a  diftemper  which  they 
termed  9->jX6/ai/  wa-ov :  and  that  fuch  as  la- 
boured under  this  complaint  were  called 

by 


of  //^e-  Lues  Venerea.  17 

by  the  Scythians  evxpiug  or  execrable  *. — 
The  above  quotation  from  this  Greek  au- 
thor, has  been  produced  as  favouring  the 
antiquity  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe ;  and  as  a 
further  proof  of  this,  it  has  been  alledged  by 
many,  but  particularly  John  de  Laet,  (who 
wrote  a  large  folio  De  Origine  Gentium 
Americanarum)  that  the  fame  cuftoms  were 
obferved  to  prevail  among  the  native  Ame- 
ricans, when  difcovered,  as  were  pra6lifed 
by  the  Scythians  i  "  which  makes  it  a  mat- 
"  ter  of  doubt,  (fays  this  writer)  but  that 
"  thefe  people  had  communication  with 
"  America  and  its  iflands,  long  previous  to 
"  its  difcoveiy  by  Columbus."  But  thefe 
are  matters  of  fiition,  the  offspring  of  fpe- 
culative  and  luxuriant  imagination,  and  by 
no  means  deferve  our  attention. 

Innumerable  are  the  texts  of  fcripture 
brought  forward  in  order  to  afcertain  its 
antiquity.  The  facred,  as  well  as  profane 
writings,  have  been  ranfacked  and  mifcon- 
ftrued  in  favor  of  thefe  hypothetical  doc- 
trines. The  boils  of  Job,  and  the  pains  in 

*  Aftruc,  ch.  i.  b,  i. 

C  David's 
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David's  bones,  have  been  ftrppofed  venereal, 
but  without  the  leaft  foundation ;  although 
feme  inimical  to  revelation,  have  endea- 
voured to  leave  a  blot  on  the  memoiy  of 
thefe  good  and  illuftrious  men.  The  learn- 
ed Jofephus,  the  celebrated  Jewifli  hifto- 
rian,  makes  no  mention  of  this  difeafe  :  if 
fuch  a  one  had  been  common  in  his  time, 
k  would  not  readily  have  efcaped  the  pene- 
trating genius  of  that  much  admired  au- 
thor. Many  of  the  moderns  imagine  Job's 
complaints  to  have  been  tlie  fmall-pox; 
but  this  is  merely  imaginary,  as  his  dif^ 
temper  was  of  too  long  duration  for  that 
malady.  Several  divines  have  viewed  it 
more  in  a  figurative  or  allegorical  fenle, 
than  as  a  corporeal  affli6lioni  this  lafl: 
opinon  feems  to  be  moft  confiftent  with 
revealed  religion,  confequently  our  at- 
tempts, either  to  inveftigate  or  determine 
of  what  nature  the  complaints  were,  which 
it  pleafed  the  Divine  Being  to  infli6l  him 
with,  muft  appear  at  the  fame  time  pre- 
fumptuous,  aiKl  highly  abfurd  to  every  ra- 
tional 
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tional  obferver.  Dr.  Mead*  fuppofed  that 
it  was  cuticular,  "  for  it  is  certain  (fays 
^  he)  that  the  bodies  of  the  Hebrews 
"  were  very  liable  to  foul  ulcers  of  the 
*'  fkin  from  time  immemorial;  upon 
*'  which  account,  many  learned  men  are 
of  opinion,  that  they  were  forbid  the 
"  ufe  of  fwine's  fiefti,  which,  as  it  affords 
"  grofs  nouriftiment,  and  not  eafily  car- 
"  ried  off  by  the  fkin,  is  very  improper 
*'  food  for  fuch  conftitutions :  wherefore 
"  the  hotter  the  countries  were  in  which 
*'  they  inhabited,  fuch  as  the  Deferts  of 
"  Arabia,  the  more  feverely  the  difeafe 
"  raged.  And  authors  of  other  nations, 
"  who  defpifed  the  Jews,  fay,  that  it  was 
"  upon  this  account  they  were  driven  out 
"  of  Egypt,  left  the  leprofy,  a  difeafe  very 
"  common  amongfl  them,  fhould  fpread 
"  over  the  country : ,  and  perhaps  it  was 
"  a  fpecies  of  this  diftemper  which  had 
*'  affefted  the  body  of  this  virtuous  man/* 
— From  the  fymptoms  which  he  com- 
plains of,  as  defcribed  in  the  quotations 
*  Mead's  Medica  facra. 

C  2  referred 
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referred  to  below  *,  and  confidering  that 
the  Jews  were  much  fubjefted  to  the  le- 
profy,  it  feems  more  likely  to  have  been 
this  diftemper,  than  the  fmall-pox,  if  wc 
are  determined,  at  all  events,  to  give  him 
a  bodily  difeafe. 

The  idea  of  this  emblem  of  patience's 
difeafe  being  a  fpecies  of  our  modern  ve- 
nereal complaints,  was  very  much  cre- 
dited by  many  countries  profeffing  the 
Roman  Catholic  perfuafion.  They  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  venereal  diftemper 
deduced  its  origin  from  Job,  and  for  this 
reafon,  we  are  informed,  that  a  miflal 
was  printed  at  Venice,  in  1542,  wherein 
it  was  enacted,  that  mafs  fliould  be  faid 
in  honor  of  Job,  by  thofe  recovered  of 
this  difeafe,  as  being  iiippofed  to  owe  their 
deliverance  to  his  interceffion,  and  one 
who  had  fuffered  tlie  fame  calamity. 

It  is  furpi-ifing,  tliat  the  people  of  thofe 
times  fliould  have  carried  their  credulity 
fo  far  J  nor  is  it  eafy  to  conceive,  how 
that  ill-founded  and  fuperftitious  opinion 

*  Job  ii.  7.  and  chap.  vii.  5. 

could 
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could  prevail,  at  leaft,  amongft  men  of 
underftanding  j  as  there  is  no  fuch  affinity 
between  the  difeafe  of  Job,  as  defcribed  by 
Mead,  and  the  texts  of  fcripture  alluded 
to,  and  the  venereal  difeafe,  fufficient  to 
eftablifli  fo  outree  a  doftrine ;  for  all  the 
fymptoms  of  Job's  complaints,  which  are 
there  mentioned,  are  only  general,  and 
common  to  every  difeafe  of  the  ulcerous 
Hnd. 

With  refpe£l  to  the  difeafe  of  David, 
as  he  himfelf  has  reprefented  to  us  in 
Pfalm  xxxviii.  3  and  7,  it  appears  to 
be  more  a  difeafe  of  the  mind  than  body  j 
which  is  very  demonftrable  when  he  fays, 
"  there  is  no  foundnefs  of  his  flefh,  be- 
"  caufe  of  the  anger  of  God :"  and  it 
ought  therefore  not  to  be  taken  in  a  lite- 
ral fenfe,  as  relating  to  complaints  of  an 
infirm  fickly  body,  but  the  torture  of  a 
grieved  and  penitent  mind.  But  grant- 
ing, that  when  David  wrote  the  verfes 
quoted,  he  really  was  affli6led  with  a  cor- 
poreal difeafe,  and  that  the  complaints  he 
there  mentions,  related  wholly  to  it,  it 

C  3  does 
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does  not  thence  follow,  that  it  was  ve- 
nereal ;  for  it  is  believed,  agreeable  to  the 
facred  hifrory,  that  David  was  a  man 
much  addifted  to  the  gratification  of  the 
moft  criminal  pafllons ;  and  one  of  his 
moft  predominant,  and  moft  excufable, 
feems  to  have  been  the  love  of  women ; 
and  no  doubt  an  exceflivc  ufe  of  them, 
will  occafion  dreadful  complaints  to  at- 
tack tlic  generative  powers  independent  of 
any  venereal  taint,  as  to  create  pains  in 
the  bones,,  and  other  fymptoms,  which 
the  Jewifli  Monarch  complains  of ;  and 
debilitate  the  pi-ocreative  faculties  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  be  rendered  fo  totally  in- 
capable of  retaining  the  fecreted  femen,that 
there  muft  enfue  a  conftant  dripping  upon 
the  leaft  incitement  of  that  fluid  through 
the  urethra — the  relaxant  and  painful  con- 
fequences  of  this  needs  no  comment,  as 
'  it  muft  be  obvious  to  every  one  the 
leaft  converfant  in  the  animal  oeconomy. 

 We  have  to  lament,  that  affe6lions  of 

this  kind,  and  brought  on  by  the  fame 


caufc, 
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caufe,  do  too  frequently  occur  in  thefe 
more  effeminate  days*.  If  this  con- 
ftrudtion  is  admitted,  the  arguments  of 
our  opponents  are  confuted,  and  muft 
fall  to  the  ground :  though  fome  have 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pains,  and  laboured 
very  affiduoufly,  to  throw  a  ftigma  on  thefe 
two  venerable  chara6lers ;  but  the  falfity 
of  their  affertions  is  evidently  demon- 
ftrated :  as  the  fymptoms  which  Job,  and 
the  royal  Pfalmift  complain  of,  do  not 
correfpond  fufficiently  with  the  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, as  to  fupport  fo  unaccountable  an 
idea. 

With  as  little  reafon  can  the  iffue  of 
the  flefh,  and  the  habitual  emiffion  of 
feed,  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  vth  and 
xvth  chapters  of  Leviticus,  be  applied  to 
this  difeafe :  for  if  we  confider  only  the 
days  of  feparation  which  are  enjoined,  we 
may  plainly  fee  what  is  there  meant,  could 
not  poffibly  be  this  diftemper.  And  be- 
sides,, we  know  that  even  a  fimple  go- 

*  Dr.  Tiflbt  on  Onanifm. 

C  4  norrhea, 
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iiorrhea,  and  the  menftrua  *,  were  looke4 
Upon  in  all  eaftern  countries  as  having 
fome  impurity,  and  even  contagion  about 
them  ;  therefore  the  Mofaic  legiflator  lays 
them  under  the  fame  rellridion  with  tli^ 
lepers. 

Mr.  WiUiam  Becket,  pur  ingenious 
countryman,  was  one  of  the  laft  perfons 
of  any  confequenpe,  who  denied  the  Ve- 
nereal Difeafe  being  of  a  modern  date, 
and  attempted  to  defend  its  antiquity, 
in  the  London  Philofophical  Tranfadions 
of  171 8.  He  produced  thofe  three  papers, 
and  took  an  infinite  deal  of  pains  to  col- 

*  The  law  under  the  Mofaic  difpenfation,  forbad 
thofe  who  had  commerce  with  women,  during  the 
period  of  their  menftruation,  to  appear  in  public,  or 
to  enter  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  until 
they  brought  voluntary  ofFering  for  their  ablution  and 
purification.  Until  this  was  performed  they  were  ac- 
counted legally  unclean,  and  feverely,  though  not 
capitally,  amenable  if  convifted  of  a  negled  herein. 

The  divine  Legiflator,  no  doubt,  ena£led  this  moral 
rite,  to  avoid  the  many  difeafcs  which  fuch  impure 
proceedings  were  pregnant  with,  particularly  in  thoffe 
hot  countries  fhrpugh  which  the  children  of  Ifracl 
paflcd. 

jea 
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left  every  argument  which  ingenuity  could 
invent,  or  could  be  adduced  in  favor  of 
his  opinion ;  efpecially  from  the  accounts 
handed  down,  concerning  a  difeafe  called 
the  Arfura,  or  perilous  hijirmitie  of  Bren- 
ning,  defined  by  John  Ardern,  an  emi- 
nent Englifli  furgeon,  to  be  a  certain  in- 
ward heat  and/Cxcoriation  of  the  urethra. 
The  caufes  of  thefe  fymptoms  may  eafily 
be  accounted  for,  and  is  nearly  coeval  with 
the  incontinencies  of  mankind ;  for  men 
otherwife  in  perfeft  health,  who  are  un- 
guarded ii|  their  amours,  and  promifcu- 
oufly  have  conneftion  with  every  woman 
they  meet,  (comparatively  fpeaking)  and 
in  all  probabiUty  with  fome,  who  may  be 
labouring  under  the  fluor  albus*,  or  mapy 

other 

*  It  would  be  highly  commendable,  in  every  prac- 
titioner, when  confulted  in  any  difcharge  from  thofe 
parts,  to  be  particularly  tender  in  not  too  rafhly  giv- 
ing his  opinion  relative  to  their  nature,  where  mar- 
ried people  are  concerned,  without  deliberately 
weighing  every  circumftance.  An  unattention  to 
this,  united  to  ignorance  or  negledl  in  diftinguifliing 
v^nerejil  gonorrhccas*,  from  thofe  arifing  from  other 

ftimuU 
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other  difcharges  of  an  acrid  nature,  niiilf 
lay  their  accounts  to  expedl  frequently " 

con- 

ilimuli,  have  too  frequently  been,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  the  irremediable  caufe  of  dcftroying  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  many  a  worthy  and  virtuous 
pair.  We  have  here  attempted  to  point  out  the  cri- 
teria, by  which  we  are  enabled  to  diftinguifti  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  difeafes. — Firft,  The  fud- 
dennefs  of  the  appearance  of  the  difcharge,  occa- 
fioned  by  other  ftimuli  than  venereal,  being  moft 
commonly  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  feldom  longer 
than  forty-eight,  after  coition.  Secondly,  By  the 
Ihortnefs  of  its  duration,  feldom  continuing  longer 
than  a  period  of  feven  or  eight  days,  and  often  dif- 
appearing  entirely  in  two  or  three,  without  the  appli- 
cation of  any  remedy  whatever. — The  following  in- 
terefting  medical  fa£t  tends  to  illuftrate  and  cftablifh 
the  above  rules. 

A  gentleman  of  my  particular  acquaintance,  hav- 
ing connexion  with  a  lady  (whom  he  lived  with  for 
fome  time  in  habits  of  intimacy)  at  a  time  (he  was 
affli£ted  with  the  fluor  albus,  to  a  very  violent  de- 
gree }  the  confequence  was,  in  twenty-four  hours 
after  being  with  her,  he  was  feized  with  an  excoria- 
tion all  over  the  glans  penis,  and  an  oozing  out  of 
matter,  attended  with  a  puriform  difcharge  from  the 
urethra,  and  other  fymptoms  of  virulent  gonorrhoea. 
— Thefe  appearances  aftoniftied  him  greatly;  for  being 
confident  of  his  own  conftancy,  and  no  lefs  fo  of  the 

honor 
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contrading  in  thofe  parts  a  whole  train  of 
appearances,  fuch  as  heats,  fcalding  in- 
making  water,  inflammations,  &c, — there- 
fore the  Arfura  which  Becket  fpeaks  of  is 
not  venereal,  but  merely  the  confequence 
of  inflammation,  which  will  produce  all  the 
above  aflemblage  of  fymptoms,  from  the 
application  of  any  fl:imulus  (fufficiently 

honor  and  integrity  of  his  female  friend,  did  not 
therefore  apply  to  any  furgeon,  but  waited  the  event, 
only  bathing  the  parts  frequently  with  warm  milk 
and  water,  with  no  other  intention  than  to  keep  them 
ckan.  Which  treatment,  together  with  religioufly 
avoiding  any  intercourfe  with  one  another,  he  was 
relieved  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  days,  from  a  ftate  of 
great  fufpence  and  uneafinefs. — From  this  narrative 
two  queftions  may  naturally  be  ftarted — Would  this, 
gentleman,  on  being  conne£ted  with  a  woman  in 
health,  in  this  fituation,  be  the  inftrument  of  in- 
fefting  her  with  a  difeafe  fimilar  to  that  with  which 
he  was  afFe£led  ?  If  fo — may  not  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
have  fprung  a  priori  from,  fome  fuch  analogous  af- 
fection ? 

Were  we  to  admit  of  this  proportion,  (which  we 
by  no  means  confent  to)  the  Venereal  Difeafe  muft 
have  exifted  in  the  earlieft  periods  in  every  quarter  of 
the  world,  and  capable  continually  of  producing  itfelf. 

3  powerful) 
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powerful)  to  the  mucus  membrane  of  'the 
urethra. 

The  learned  Dr.  Friend  was  of  this 
opinion,  and  in  confirmation  of  it  ob- 
ferves,  *'  That  fuch  appearances  may  oc- 
•*  eur  from  converfmg  with  women  who, 
■*  without  having  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  are- 

affli(fled  with  ulcers  and  impofthumations 
*'  oil  thofe  parts.  This  may  eafily  ac- 
**  count  for  the  putrifadlion  of  the  ge- 

nitals,   which  the  celebrated  John  of 

Gaunt  died  of,  and  the  Brenning  fo 

often  mentioned  in  our  EngHfh  hiftory. 
"  But  what  our  old  phyficians  and  John 

Ardern  have  fuggefted  upon  the  laft 
"  head,  is  all  taken  from  the  Arabians ; 
"  who,  in  any  excoriation,  or  ulcer  on 
"  the  penis  or  vagina,  mention  the  heat 
*'  of  urine,  which  the  tranflators  of  them 
"  often  call  Ardor,  Arfura,  and  Incendi- 
«  um,  and  accordingly  prefcribe  a  great 

variety  of  injedlions  for  thefe  com- 

plaints 

*  Hiftor.  Phyfic.  vol.  ii.  p.  355,  oflavo  edition. 
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By  Dr.  Friend's  account  we  may  un- 
dcrftand,  that  this  Arfura  was  not  a  dif- 
eafe  peculiar  to  this  country,  as  has  been 
repeatedly  aflerted,  but  common  alfo  to 
the  Arabians.  It  is  not  neceflary  here  to 
colled  all  Mr.  Becket's  authorities  in  fa- 
vor of  his  theory,  nor  indeed  will  the  li- 
mits of  this  publication  admit  of  it,  we 
fhall  therefore  content  ourfelves  with  lay- 
ing before  you  a  few  of  the  mofb  dilHn- 
guifhed. 

One  of  his  teftimonies  is  taken  from  the 
manufcript  rules  and  ordinaries  of  the 
ftews,  that  were  by  public  authority  al- 
lowed to  be  kept  in  the  Borough  of  South- 
wark,  and  are  fuppofed  to  have  been 
drawn  up  about  the  year  1430— one  of 
which  is  exprefled  in  the  followmg  manner. 
"  Of  thofe  who  keep  women,  having  a 
"  wicked  infirmitie,  and  orders  under  a  fe- 
"  vere  penalty,  that  no  ftew-holder  keep  noo 
"  woman  wythin  his  houfe  that  hath  any 
"  fycknefieof  Brenning." — Another  of  his 
later  authorities  is  produced  from  an  old  pub- 
lication, titled  tlie  fupplication  of  beggars, 

and 
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and  prefented  by  one  Simon  Fifh  (a  zea- 
lous promoter  of  the  Refoimation)  to 
Henry  the  Vlllth,  in  which,  fpeaking  of 
the  diflblute  and  debauched  life  which  the 
priefts  at  that  time  led,  he  obferves,  "  Thefe 
"  be  they  who  corrupt  the  whole  gene- 
"  ration  of  mankind  in  your  realm,  that 
"  catch  the  pockes  of  one  woman  and 
*'  bear  to  another*."  Though  the  au- 
thorities which  Mr.  Beckct  brings  forward 
in  favor  of  this  doftrine,  are  both  curious 
and  well  attefted,  yet,  when  we  confider 
the  difeafe  he  alludes  to  in  the  firft  article, 
(the  Brenning)  may  be  generated  in  any 
country,  and  at  any  period.  With  re- 
gard to  the  authenticity  of  the  laft  au- 
thority, no  one,  I  imagine,  doubts,  or 
prefumes  to  deny,  even  the  non-aflertors 
of  the  antiquity  of  the  Lues  Venerea  j 
and  am  therefore  much  furprifed  at  Mr. 
Becket's  producing  this  in  favor  of  it,  as> 
according  to  my  idea,  it  greatly  injures 
his  hypothefis;  for,  confonant  to  the  ac- 
counts of  feveral  writers  of  eminence, 
♦  Aftruc,  vol.  i.  p.  52* 

venereal 
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venereal  complaints  were  perfectly  charac- 
terized, and  well  known  in  the  time  of  J 
Henry  the  Vlllth  *,  and  firft  made  their 
appearance  at  Briftol-f-  in  1498,  eleven 
years  before  this  monarch  began  his  reign. 
To  thofe  who  with  impartial  and  unbiaffed 
judgment  reflect  on  the  above  hiftorical 
fads,  the  mifapplication  and  futility  of 
Mr.  Becket's  teftimonies  will  appear  evi- 
dent,  and  unable  to  confute  the  beft 
grounded  opinion,  that  the  difeafe  is  of 
modern  date,  and  perfe6lly  unknown  in 
Europe,  before  it  was  introduced  by  Co- 
lumbus's Fleet  in  1493  +• 

The 

*  The  following  obfervation  from  Hume,  the 
prince  of  modern  hiftorians,  vol.  iv.  Hift.  of  Henry 
the  Vlllth,  as  a  further  confirmation  of  this  report 
— "  Among  the  charges  againft  Cardinal  Woolfey, 
*«  it  is  remarkable,  that  his  whifpering  in  the  king's 
**  ear,  knovs^ing  himfelf  to  be  affeiled  with  venereal 
**  diftempcrs,  is  an  article  againft  him."  See  p.  162, 
quart,  edit. 

t  Vid.  Lock's  Mifcellanies. 

X  A  very  ftrong  additional  proof,  that  the  Lues 
Venerea  did  not  appear  in  Europe  before  this  period, 
is  the  filence  of  Buchanan,  who  in  his  fatire  on  the 

Francifcans, 
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The  moft  eminent  amongft  the  mo- 
derns, who  have  treated  of  the  Venereal 

Francifpans,  wrote  at  Guipuifcoa  in  Spain,  which 
is  univerfally  allowed  to  be  the  jufteft  delineation  of 
the  clerical  vices  of  that  age,  whilfl:  every  fpecies  of 
impurity,  irregular,  carnal  indulgencies,  diflblute  ef- 
feminacy, and  every  kind  of  intercourfe  nudi  cum 
nudis,  is  pourtrayed  in  the  moft  glowing  colours. — 
But  their  direful  effects,  the  Lues  Venerea,  the  dread- 
ful fcourge  of  unlawful  plcafures,  is  not  mention- 
ed. Thocjgh  this  poem  was  wrote  ann.  1538,  we 
find  that  the  Venereal  Difeafc  was  not  even  at  fo  late 
a  date  generally  known  throughout  every  remote  part 
of  Europe. 

Vid.  Buchani  vita  a  fe  ipfo  fcripta. 

Another  decifive  evidence  of  the  above  is — that  the 
Venereal  Dlfeafe  was  unknown  in  Ruffia  before  the 
reign  of  Peter  the  Great;  and'the  reafon  affigned  for 
its  appearing  then,  in  that  unlimited  empire,  is  this ; 
that  till  that  period,  the  traffic  carried  on  by  the 
Ruffians,  did  not  require  much  communication  or 
dealings  with  foreigners.  But  after  that  enterprifing 
and  indefatigable  Emperor  had  taken  the  refolution  to 
vifit  other  parts  of  Europe,  and  at  the  fame  time  had 
lent  many  fubjeiSls  abroad  to  learn  trades  and  manufac-' 
tories  ;  thcfe  carried  back  with  them,  to  their  native 
foil,  though  improved  and  polifhed  in  their  manners^ 
the  feeds  of  this  dire,  this  fafliionable  contagion. 

Vid.  Mead's  Works,  Vol.  11.  and  Voltaire's  Hift. 
ef  the  Czar  of  Mofcovy. 

5  Difeafe, 
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Difeafe,  are  the  Do6lors  Boerhaave  and 
Sydenham ;  the  latter  of  thefe  luminaries 
of  medicine,  fuppofed  that  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  was  not  an  original  one  in  Hif- 
paniola,  or  any  of  the  other  Weft-India 
iflands,  but  that  it  was  imported  thither  by 
the  negroes,  whom  the  Spaniards  carried 
from  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  to  their  Ame- 
rican fettlements,  and  that  amongft  them 
it  was  a  common  diftemper.  But  this  dif- 
eafe, which  the  Dodor  mentions  as  car- 
ried over  by  the  favage  Africans  to  the 
Weft- Indies,  is  more  likely  to  have  been 
the  Yaws,  a  diftemper  very  general  amongft 
them,  and  feems  to  be  indigenous  to  Africa 
and  Arabia  *,    But  from  the  authority  of 

that 

*  There  is  a  fpecies  of  this  African  Endemic  very 
prevalent  in  the  Weftern  parts  of  Scotland,  diftlnguifHed 
by  the  inhabitants  under  the  name  of  Sibbifts.  A  prac- 
titioner of  the  Shire  of  Galloway  informed  me,  that 
it  is  often  communicated  by  the  kifs,  without  any  other 
freedom  paffing  between  the  fexes,  but  more  fre- 
quently indeed  by  coition ;  and  that  the  fame  mode  of 
cure  which  is  obferved  to  be  of  fervice  in  the  former 
difeafe,  is  purfued  with  great  fuccefs  in  this.  Dr. 
Gilchrift,  in  fpeaking  of  it,  relates,  that  the  fpreading 

D  of 
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that  very  corre6l  and  judicious  hiftoiian^ 
Dr.  Robertfoii*,  we  are  led  to  believe, 

of  it  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  negleil  of  cleanllnefs  j 
and  fccms  to  think,  that  by  a  due  attention  to  that  vir- 
tue it  might  be  extirpated. ^If  cleanlinefs  is  required 
as  an  afliftant  to  the  cure  of  any  difeafe,  it  muft  be 
eminently  fo  in  the  Lues  Venerea.  Advocates  for  this, 
virtue  go  even  fo  far  as  to  imagine,  that  a  proper  at- 
tention to  it  will  cure  a  recent  infe£lion,  independant 
of  any  other  application.  However  juft  this  afTertion 
may  be,  I  fliall  no.t  difpute ;  but  ic  is  a  fa£t  well  au- 
thenticated, that  in  many  Oriental  Countries,  and  ia 
particular  Perfia,  where  ablution  is  confidered  as  a 
religious  ceremony,  this  diftemper  is  not  attended  with 
tiiofe  baneful  and  pernicious  confequenccs  as  it  is  in 
Europe. — Indeed  the  mildjiefs  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
among  the  Perfians,  may  be  pa*tly  owing  to  the  fa- 
lubrity  of  die  climate,  as  well  as  to  their  frequent  ufe 
of  the  warm  bath  when  affli£l:ed  with  that  malady. 

*  "  The  impoflibility  of  carrying  on  any  improve- 
*'  ment  in  America,  unlefs  the  Spanifh  planters  could 
*'  command  the  labour  of  the  natives,  was  an  infupe- 
**  rable  objection  to  Las  Cajcis  of  treating  them  as  free 
**  fubje£i:s.  In  order  to.  provide  fome  remedy  for 
*'  this,  without  which  he  found  it  was  in  vain  to  men- 
*'  tion  his  fcheme,  he  propofed  to  purchafe  a  fuffieient 
*'  number  of  negroes  from  the  Portuguefe  fettlements 
*'  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  and  to  tranfport  tliem  ta 
*'  America,  in  order  that  they  might  be  employed  as 
*'  flaves  in  working  the  mines,  and  cultivating  the 

"  ground. 
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that  the  fagacious  Sydenham  has  been 
greatly  mlftaken  in  this  matter.  For  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  as  we  have  endeavoured 
to  prove,  was  contra 6led  by  the  Spaniards 
in  1492  J  and,  agreeable  to  Dr.  Roberfon's 
accounts,  no  flaves  were  tranfported  from 
Africa  to  their  Weft- India  pofieflions  be- 
fore 1503.  But  how  the  Britifh. Hippo- 
crates could  argue  in  favour  of  fo  incon- 
fiftent  a  doftrine,  muft  appear  to  every 
one  aftonifhing,  as  it  is  dire£lly  contrary 
^o  hiftorical  fa6ls.  Unlefs  it  can  be  prov- 
ed, that  the  natives  of  Africa  had  com- 
munication with  the  Americans  before  its 
difcovery  by  Columbus,  which  we  have 

*'  ground.  One  of  the  firft  advantages  which  the 
Portuguefe  had  derived  from  their  difcoveries  in 
*'  .Africa,  arofe  from  the  trade  in  flaves.  Various 
*'  circumftances  concurred  in  reviving  this  odious 
*'  commerce,  which  had  been  long  abolifhed  in  Eu- 
**  rope,  and  which  is  no  lefs  repugn^mt  to  the  feelings 
of  humanity,  than  to  the  principles  of  religion. 
*^  As  early  as  the  year  1503,  a,  feW  negroe  flaves  had 
*'  been  fcnt  into  the  New  World.  In  the  year  151 1, 
"  Ferdinand  permitted  the  importation  of  them  in 
"  great  numbers." 

Hift.  Amerlc.  book  iii.  vol.  i.  p.  225. 

D  2  great 
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great  reafon  to  believe  they  had  not,  at 
leaft  we  are  acquainted  with  no  writer  that 
ever  has  advanced  the  contrary. 

The  Englilh  tranflator  of  Boerhaave's 
Aphorifms,  in  fpeaking  of  the  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, obferves  *,  "  It  may  be  true  what 

Sydenham  afierts,  that  the  name  of  the 
**  difeafe  was  not  known  in  Europe  before 
**  it  was  brought  from  Guinea ;  but  it  is 
*'  amazing,  that  either  he  or  Boerhaave, 
*'  or  aay  unprejudiced  lover  of  truth,  and 
*'  men  of  candid  reafoning  in  all  other 
"  matters,  fhould  fo  far  be  blinded  as  to 

believe  this  difeafe  of  a  modern  date, 
"  and  not  to  know  its  true  features,  in  a 
"  great  many  paflages  of  the  ancients, 
**  both  facred  and  profane:  and  I  am  much 
*'  furprized,  that  nobody  has  taken  any 
*'  notice  of  the  following  plain  paffageout 

of  Plutarch,  in  Otho's  life,  in  my  opi- 
*'  nion  paft  all  cavalHng }  which,  had  our 

author  or  Sydenham  obferved,  it  is  im- 
*'  pofTible  but  men  of  their  candour  and 
"  equity  would  have  altered  theirs." — 

*  Vid.  Boerhaave's  Aphorifms,  paragraph  1446,  on 
the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

"  Nothing 
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"  *  Nothing  gained  or  gratified  the  people 
"  more,  than  Otho's  juftice  in  relation  to 
"  Tigillinus,  who  was  a  perfon  not  only 
"  a(51:ually  punifhed  by  the  very  apprehen- 

fion  of  punifliment,  .which  the  whole 
"  city  required  as  a  juft  debt,  but 
"  with  feveral  difeafes  too,  that  he  con- 

traced  by  converfing  with  lewd  wo- 
"  men ;  and  though  the  ill  confequences 
"  to  which  this  courfe  of  Hfc  expofed  him, 
"  were  generally  looked  upon  as  punifli- 
"  ment  enough,  yet  the  people  thought 
"  life  itfelf  too  great  for  him  to  enjoy, 
"  who  had  been  the  caufe  of  fo  many 
"  men's  deftru6tion."  But  this  paffage 
does  not  certify  the  antiquity  of  the  Ve- 
nereal Difeafe,  more  than  others  we  have 
had  occafion  to  quote.  The  tranflator 
feems  to  be  as  far  from  convincing  us 
of  the  antiquity  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
as  Sydenham  was  in  afferting,  that  it 
was  firft  communicated  to  the  Spaniards 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Guinea.  The  dif- 
temper   of  Tigillinus,   which  Plutarch 

*  Vid.  Putarch  on  Otho's  Life. 

P  3  fpeaks 
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fpeaks  of  as  produced  from  unreftralned 
connexions  with  diflblute  women,  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  j  for  when  we  confider 
the  debauched  cpurfe  of  Hfe  this  Roman 
purfued,  whom  according  to  Tacitus,  was 
addidled  to  the  moft  vile  and  brutal  grati- 
fications, from  fuch  an  abandoned  exift- 
ence,  a  train  of  difeafes  confequently  muft 
liave  been  the  iflue,  equal,  if  not  fuperior 
in  virulence  to  the  Lues  Venerea,  but  ex- 
empted from  its  infectious  tendency  j  in 
fliort,  fuch  a  complaint  as  I  have  taken 
notice  of  in  a  former  part  of  thefe  obfer- 
vations  *. 

Rhazes  (in  his  Continent)  fpeaks  of  a  dif- 
eafe  of  the  penis,  as  a  very  common  occur- 
rence in  Perfia,  and  particularly  at  Bagdad, 
where  he  practifed  in  great  eminence.--r-Viz. 
Ulcers  on  the  penis,  brought  on  by  a  particu- 
lar mode  of  coition — Afcenfio  fupra  mulieris 
virum.  Advocates  for  the  antiquity  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,have  fondly  imagined  that  it 
hints  at  this  dillemper.  But  no  one, I  conceive, 
would  be  fo  abfurd,  as  to  fupport  this  no- 
tion, or  argue  that  Rhazes  tliought  it  what 
*  Vid.  p.  25.  ws 
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we  now  term  Venereal;  or  that  fuch  an 
attitude  was  capable  of  producing  this 
virus.  The  abfurdity  and  inconfiftency  of 
reafoning  after  this  manner,  muft  appear 
obvious ;  as  to  imagine  that  every  ulcer  in 
this  part  was  Venereal,  and  could  proceed 
from  no  other  caufe,  or  that  even  a  gonor- 
rhoea was  always  the  infeparable  attendant 
of  impure  coition. 


As  we  have  now  briefly  confidered  thofe 
opinions  of  the  ancients,  which  are  mod 
'worthy  of  our  obfervation,  relative  to  the 
antiquity,  &c.  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  we 
fliall  next  follow  it  to  a  clime,  where  it  has 
been,  of  late,  unfortunately  diffeminated, 
and  which  has  opened  a  new  field  for  frefli 
fources  of  difpute,  both  to  the  learned  and 
curious. 

Amongft  the  firft  of  thefe,  ftand  deferv- 
edly  eminenly,  that  ingenious  naturalift. 
Dr.  Forfter — to  whom  the  world  is  fo  much 
indebted  for  his  great  difcoveries  on  that 
plealing  and  infl:ru6live  branch  of  fcience, 
and  for  his  late  obfervations  on  the  a;ra  of 

D  4  the 
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the  Origin  and  Antiquity  of  the  Lues  Ve- 
nera  in  the  South  Sea  Iflands,  and  on  the 
period  of  its  appearance  in  Europe.  In 
favour  of  his  theory,  he  reproduces  Mr. 
WilUam  Beckct's  arguments,  (which  we 
have  canvaffed  pretty  fully  in  a  former  part 
of  this  treatife)  by  which  he  attempts  to 
convince  us,  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe  is  of 
more  ancient  date  than  many  preceding 
writers  have  alledged,  by  tracing  its  origin 
in  thofe  Ifiands,  and  in  Europe,  to  the  re- 
moteft  times  ^  deducing  it  from  natural 
caufes,  which  have  fubfiftcd  from  a  very 
early  period  in  hiftory.  He  begins  with 
obferving,  that  when  Captain  Cook  left 
Otaheite,  in  the  year  1769,  many  of  his 
crew  were  infe6led  with  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe ;  they  at  that  time  fufpe6led  that  the 
crew  of  Monf.  de  Bougainville,  the  ce- 
lebrated French  circumnavigator,  had 
communicated  this  difeafe  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Society  Iflands. — From  this 
nation  being  oftener  cenfured  with  propa- 
gating this  difeafe,  than  any  other  in 
Europe,  we  are  led  to  the  following  excla- 

matioa 
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mation — O !  thrice  unhappy  country,  for  ■ 
having  fo  frequently  been  the  fuppofed 
medium  of  communicating  this  horrid  dif- 
temper  to  the  fons  of  men ;  but  more  efpe- 
cially  in  the  prefent  cafe,  by  fo  recently 
entaiUng  it  upon  the  innocent  natives  of 
the  South  Seas.    For  all  the  advantages 
they  have,  or  ever  may  receive ;  all  the  at- 
tempts to  enrich  them  with  new  fpecies  of 
vegetables  and  animals,  cannot  in  any  degree 
compenfatefor  theintrodu6lion  of  this  evil, 
this  fcourge  of  mankind. — But  Monf. 
"  Bougainville,  in  return,  fufpe6ls,  the 
"  Englifh,  in  the  Dolphin,  to  have  firft 
"  introduced  it  j  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
"  Dolphin  alTert,  they   never  had  one 
"  man  infected  with  Venereal  complaints 
whilft  they  were  at  Otaheite,  or  imme- 
"  diately  afterwards  *. 

The  following  declaration  of  a  friend  of 
mine  (whofe  veracity  might  be  relied  on) 
tends  in  a  great  meafure  to  expiate  our 
countrymen  from  fo  heavy  a  charge. — 

*  Obfervations  made,  during  a  voyage  round  the 
world,  by  John  Reynolds  Forfter,  LL.D.  p.  488. 

That 
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That  at  that  period,  the  difeafe  was  very 
prevalent  in  Otaheite,  and  that  few  of  the 
fhips  company,  that  had  commerce  with 
the  women  of  that  Ifland,  efcaped  it ;  and 
that  the  natives  repeatedly  affimied,  they 
had  received  the  infec^lion  from  Bougain- 
ville's crew,  who  vifitcd  them  at  the  inter- 
val between  Capt.  Cooke's  firft  and  fecond 
voyage.  But  ftill  it  remains  to  me  a  matter 
of  doubt,  whether  the  firft  infeftion  Iprung 
from  the  French  or  Englifli ;  for  thefc 
Iflands  were  vifited  by  both  nations  nearly 
about  the  fame  peiiod  j  and  each  country 
feems  willing  to  throw  the  odium,  of  intro- 
ducing it  upon  the  other. — Amongft  the 
many  and  ingeninous  arguments  which  Dr. 
Fofter  produces  in  favor  of  his  hypo- 
thefis,  the  following  demands  our  moft 
particular  attention  and  ftrideft  examina- 
tion.— "  There  is  great  reafbn  to  believe, 
"  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe  has  not  lately 
**  been  introduced  intothefe  Illands,  but  was 
"  known  there  for  a  long  time ;  efpecially 
*'  as  a  young  man,  a  native  of  Bolobola, 
"  who  went  with  us  to  Oraceidea,  ac- 
3  "  quainted 
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"  quainted  us  that  this  evil  was  very  com- 
*'  mon  there,  where,  however,  no  Euro- 
"  pean  (hip  had  ever  vifited  at  that  time ; 
"  nay,  he  informed  us  that  his  mother  fell 
"  a  viclira  to  the  difeafe,  before  the  arrival 
"  of  any  Europeans  in  thofe  Ides,  &c*-" 
This  narration  ferves  greatly  to  fupport  his 
argument  j  and  if  it  pofTibly  could  be  relied 
on,  muft  go  a  great  way  to  make  us  pro- 
felytes  to  his  opinion  :  though  I  fliould  ftart 
at  the  idea,  even  in  harbouring  a  doubt  of 
the  Do6lor's  veracity. — But  when  we  con- 
fider  that  his  information  was  received  from 
a  native,  who  muft  have  been  a  perfon,  as 
it  is  natural  to  imagine,  totally  unqualified 
to  form  any  fatisfa61:ory  opinion  concerning 
the  appearances  of  a  difeafe,  or  poffefled  fuch. 
a  flock  of  medical  difcernment,  as  to  render 
him  capable  of  inveftigating  or  diftinguifh- 
ing  the  leprofy,  or  feveral  other  analogous 
complaints  indigenous  to  thofe  Iflands, 
from  Venereal  diftempers,  as  the  differences 
of  thefe  difeafes  has  afforded  matter  of  great 
difpute,  and  puzzled  many,  the  moft  emi- 
*  Forfter's  Obfervations,  &c. 

nent 
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nent  amongft  us. — It  will  not  then  create 
any  aftonifliment  in  us,  if  an  uncultivated 
inhabitant  of  the  fouthern  hemifphere, 
fliould  miftake  the  one  difeafe  for  the  other; 
therefore  to  admit  of  this  dodrine,  we  muft 
be  jDoiTefled  of  a  great  fhare  of  credulity. — • 
In  order  to  leave  a  fcope  for  the  mind  to 
employ  itfelf,  we  fhall  propofe  the  two  fol- 
lowing qucltions  for  its  difcuflion. — May 
not  this  difeafe,  which  the  young  Bolobo- 
lean's  mother  died  of,  been  a  fpecies  of  le- 
profy  *  or  fome  herpetic  complaint,  fo 

common 

*  Thia  difeafe,  or  one  which  bears  a  ftrong  refem- 
blance  of  it,  is  very  predominant  among  the  natives  of 
tlie  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  is  particularly  defcribed  to  be  fo 
(by  Capt.  Cook)  atHamoo,  Vavaoo,and  Feejee,  three  of 
the  Friendly  Iflands.-— Symptoms — It  appears  in  every 
part  of  the  body,  in  large  broad  ulcers,  difcharging  a 
thin  clear  pus,  fome  of  which  had  a  very  virulent  ap- 
pearance in  the  face,  and  is  generally  attended  with  the 
lofs  of  the  nofe,  or  a  confiderable  part  of  it. — It  cannot 
be  in  confequence  of  Venereal  contagion,  although  there 
is  a  great  analogy  between  the  fymptoms  ;  for  it  is  not 
the  refult  of  Venereal  intercourfes,  but  arifes  fpontane- 
oufly,  and  feems  to  be  indigenous  to  the  climate. — 
Appearances,  fimilar  to  the  above,  owe  their  origin 
to  (irinking  infufions  of  the  ava,  (a  very  hot  root,) 

vvhich 
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common  in  tropical  countries?  Or 
allowing  it,  for  a  moment,  to  have  been 
Venereal — may  it  not  have  been  a  diftemper 
indigenous  in  thefe  Iflands,  as  well  as  it  was 
reported  to  have  been  in  Hifpaniola,  and 
the  other  Weft-India  Illands  ?  and,  not  ori- 
ginated from  libidinous  excefles,  and  pro- 
mifcuous  unreftrained  intercourfes  with 
one  another,  as  he  afferts. — I  certainly 

which  conftitute  the  common  beverage  of  thefe  Iflands. 
— "  The  deftrudive  effedls  of  this  vegetable,  obferves 
**  Capt.  Cook,  was  fo  very  vifible,  to  many  of  us  who 
"  had  vifited  thefe  Iflands  before,  that  we  were  fur- 
"  prifed  to  find  feveral  of  the  natives,  who  were  re- 
"  markable  for  their  fize  and  corpulency  when  we  faw 
*'  them  lafl:,  now  almoft  reduced  to  fkeletons  ;  and  the 
*'  caufe  of  this  alteration  was  univerfally  attributed  to 
*'  the  ufe  of  the  ava.  Their  fkins  were  dry,  rough, 
"  and  covered  with  fcales,  which,  they  fay,  occafionally 
"  fall  ofF,  and  their  fkins  become,  in  fome  degree,  re- 
"  newed.  As  an  excufe  for  this  baneful  practice,  they 
*'  alledge,  it  is  to  prevent  their' growing  too  corpulent; 
"  but  it  enervates  them  exceedingly,  and  probably 
"  fliortens  the  duration  of  their  lives." — Were  we  to 
allow  ourfelves  a  moment's  thought  on  the  hiftory  of 
this  aflTemblage  of  difeafes,  we  cannot  but  eafilydifcover 
the  fallacy  of  Dr.  Forfter,'s  conclufions. — Vid.  Cook's 
laft  Voyage  abridged.  Vol.  II.  p.  97. 

muft 
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muft  acquiefce  with  him,  that  there  is  a  pro- 
babihty  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe's  exifting 
ages  in  thefe  Iflands,  previous  to  their  dif- 
coveiy  by  Europeans — but  the  Do6lor  muft 
excufe  me,  if  I  differ  from  him  in  his 
theory,  relative  to  the  caufes,  which  he  fays 
will  produce  theDifeafe. — Having  advanced 
thus  far,  he  ventures  ftill  farther  and  en- 
deavours to  fhew,  that  the  diforder  in  quef- 
tion  was  not  introduced  into  Europe  by 
Columbus ;  and  did  not  even  then,  as  it  is 
generally  fuppofed,  make  its  firft  appearance 
about  the  period  of  that  important  event, 
but  was  long  before  diftinftly  charafte- 
rifed,  and  familiarly  known.  To  eftablilh 
this  doclrine,  he  has  recourfe  to  old  opi- 
nions, and  quotes  the  ingenious  enquiries 
made  by  Monf.  Sanchez  Ribero     a  phy- 

fician 

*  Monf.  Sanchez  Ribero,  publifhed  a  Diflertation  in 
the  year  1 765,  in  which  he  endeavours  to  prove  that 
this  Difeafe  was  not  introduced  from  America,  but  took 
its  rife  in  Europe,  and  was  brought  on  by  an  epidemical 
and  mahgnant  diforder.  Did  I  chu(e  to  enter  into  a 
difquifition  on  this  fubjeft,  which  I  fhould  not  have 
mentioned  if  it  had  not  been  intimately  conne£lcd  with 
this  part  of  my  enquiry,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 

point 
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fician  in  Riiffia,  who  fays,  that  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  appeared  in  Italy,  and  at  Auvergne 
in  France,  at  the  very  time  when  Colum- 
bus returned  to  Spain,  from  his  Difcoveries 
in  America.    But  thefe  reports  are  very 
little  to  be  attended  to,  for  very  evident  and 
obvious  reafons ;  they  cannot  be  fufiiciently 
afeertained. — >If  the  learned  fupporter  of 
this  opinion  could  inform  us,  whether 
there  were  any  Italians  and  French,  natives 
of  Auvergne  in  the  Columbian  expedi- 
tion ?  If  there  were,  the  Venereal  Diftem- 
per  appearing  as  foon  in  Auvergne^  and  in " 
Italy  as  it  did  in  Spain,  even  allowing  that 
this  really  was  fo,  may  foon  be  accounted 
for.    As  it  is  but  natural  to  imagine,  that 

point  out  feme  miftakes  with  refpedi  to  the  fa£l:s,  upon 
which  he  founds,  as  well  as.  fome  errors  in  the  confe- 
quences  which  he  draws  from  them.    The  rapid  com- 
munication of  the  Difeafe  from  Spain  over  Europe, 
feems  to  refemble  the  progrefs  of  an  epidemic,  rather 
than  that  of  a  difeafe  tranfmitted  by  infection.  The 
firft  mention  of  it  is  in  the  year  1493,        before  the 
year  1497,  it  had  made  its  appearance  in  moft  countries 
of  Europe,  with  fuch  alarming'f'ymptoins,  as  rendered  it 
lieceflary  for  the  civil  magiftrate  to  interpofein  order  to 
check  its  violence.— 

Robertfon's  America,  Note  48.  p.  464.  Vol.  I. 

the 
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the  failors  of  thefe  two  kingdoms  would 
be  anxious  to  return  to  their  refpeftive 
habitations  as  foon  as  leave  could  be  grant- 
ed them,  after  fo  long  and  fo  j'emarkable 
a  voyage,  and  carrying  the  diftemper 
with  them,  would  infeft  thofe  females 
whom  they  unfortunately  conne6led  with; 
and  the  diftance  being  fo  fhort  between 
Spain  and  thofe  countries,  and  the  differ- 
ence of  time  would  be  fo  fmall,  that  it 
would  require  the  moft  accurate  and  eagle- 
eyed  obferver  to  decide,  whether  the  feeds 
of  the  difeafe  were  not  as  foon  fown  in 
France  and  Italy,  as  they  were  in  Spain. 
— *'  It  appears"  (continues  the  Doctor  in 
favor  of  his  hypothefis)  "  from  a  book 
"  of  Peter  Pin  tor  *,  a  learned  Spanifli 
"  pliyfician,  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
"  raged  at  Rome,  that  it  fpread  over  all 
"  Italy  in  the  form  of  an  epidemical  dif- 
"  temper  in  the  year  1493.  Pacificus 
"  Maximus,  a  celebrated  poet,  whofe 
"  works  were  publiflied  at  Florence  in 
1489,  defcribes,  in  Ub.  3.  ad  Priapum, 

*  Forfter's  Obfervations,  p.  492. 

the 
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**  the  Venereal  Difeafe  in  fuch  a  manner, 
*'  that  no  doubt  can  be  afcertained  of  its  ^ 
"  being  perfedly  known  at  that  period. 
"  Nor  are  there  teftimonies  wanting,  that 
in  times  ftill  more  remote,  fymptoms  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  were  well  known. 
Alfonfus,  the  firft  King  of  Naples,  died 
"  in  1458,  of  a  gonorrhoea,  or  as  Triftano 
Caraciola  de  veritate  fortunas  expreffes  it, 
morho   infuper   immundo  pert  in  act  ^  in 
"  voluntario  fci licet  infenfibilique^  fpermatis 
"  fuxu.    LadiflauSj  another  Neapolitan 
"  Monarch,  like  wife  died  in  14 14,  of  an 
"  infe6lion  in  his  genitals,  contra6led  from 
a  girl  whom  he  kept.    More  in  fiances 
*'  can  be  produced  to  convince  us  that  the; 
"  difeafe  had  been  known  among  the  an- 
"  cicnts,  and  are  to  be  found  in  Platner's 
"  Opufcula,  de  Morbo  Campano,  p.  2*. 

"  All 

*  As  my  own  feOtimerits  entirely  coincide  with  thofe 
of  the  Ingenious  Dr.  Wall,  concerning  the  difcafes  of 
Alfonjm  and  Ladljlaus.,  it  would  be  but  doing  juftice  to 
that  Gentleman,  to  give  you  an  abftra£i:  of  them'.  ■ 
"  That  Alfonfus,  King  of  Naples,  died  of  a  venereal 
4'  gonnorrhoea  in  the  year- 1485,  is  an  affertioh  with- 
*'  out  any  plaufiblc  foundation  of  truth — A  circumftanc^ 

E  »  of 
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"  All  thefe  fuggeftions  (continues  the  Dr.) 
"  encourage  me  to  fuppole  that  the  Ve- 
nereal 

"  of  this  nature,  rendered  notorious  by  the  hig  hrank  cf 
"  the  viv^lim,  muft  have  been  fo  well  known,  that 
*'  thofe  authors,  who  havd  treated  of  this  Venereal 
"  fymptom,  could  not  have  prefumcd  to  affert,  that  it. 
**  did  not  make  its  appearance  till  the  more  common 
fymptoms  of  the  Lues  had  been  well  known  for  more 
than  twenty  years ;  nay,  till  the  virulence  with  which 
they  had  made  their  firft  invafion,  was  confiderably 
mitigated  and  corre£led.  Carraciolo  only  fays,  that 
Alfonfus  was  deftroyed,  morbo  immundo,  involun- 
**  tariofcilicet  &  infenfibili  fpermatis  fluxu.  But  this 
"  proves  no  more  than  that  his  diforder  was  a  feminal 
"  weakncfs,  and  a  fpecies  of  the  Tabes  Dorfalis,  or 
**  Gonorrhoea  The  Venereal  Gonorrhoea,  is 

*'  neither  fpermatis  fluxus,  nor  is  it  a  difcharge  without 
"  pain,  infenfibUis. — Even  this  account  of  the  caufe 
*'  and  manner  of  this  Prince's  death  is,  after  all,  very 
**  weakly  fou  nded.  It  muft  be  owned,  that  no  one  who 
*'  plunges  inro  libidinous  luxury,  is  exempt  from  its 
*'  debilitating  effects,  which  generally  lay  the  fbunda- 
tion  of  corporeal  and  mental  imbecility,  and  very 
**  often  cut  fliort  the  thread  of  life  ;  whereas  Aifonfus 
*•  lived  to  a  confiderable  age,  pafled  no  fmall  part  of  his 
"  life  in  the  active  engagements  of  thp  camp  and  the 
*'  field  ;  and  in  his  declining  years,  goverjied  his  united 
'*  dominions  of  Arragon,  Sicily,  and  Naples,  "with  fuch 

*  Sauvages  Nofjlog,  CI.  ix,  Ord.  3.  Gen.  xxx.  Sp.  3.  ct  Ci.  x. 
Or«!.  i'«  G.  1.  Sp.  >> 

*'  pur- 
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Venereal  Difeafe  was  not  uncommon  iti 
ancient  times,  as  has  been  repeatedly 

"  urged  • 

*'  prudence  and  profperity,  as  to  have  obtained  frorri 
*'  hiftorians  the  title  of  great.  Nor  do  they  in  general 
*'  make  any  mention  that  he  was  fubje£t  to  any  natural 
"  or  acquired  infirmity  of  body  or  mind  *, 

"  That  Ladiflaus,  King  of  Naples,  died  of  a  Venereal 
"  diforder,  is  not  lefs  difputable  than  the  former  afler- 
"  tion.    In  the  account  given  of  him  in  the  Didtion- 

naire  Hiftorique  Portitif,  it  is  faid,  "  II  mourut  a 
"  Naples  le  16  Aout  1414,  a  38ans  d'un  poifon,  que 
*'  la  fiUe  d'un  medicin  lui  avoit,  donne  a  Peroufe," — 
*'  a  mode  of  expreffion  extremely  inaccurate,  and  not 

to  be  hazarded  by  a  biagropher,  if  he  really  died  of  a 
"  Venereal  diforder.  Had  that  been  the  cafe,  the 
*'  writer  would  have  been  either  more  or  lefs  explicit 
*'  than  he  is.  If  he  was  willing  to  conceal  the  misfor- 
*'  tunc  or  difgrace  of  the  King,  he  was  not  required  to 
*'  fay  fo  much;  if  that  Prince  really  died  of  this  dif- 
"  orderj  and  the  author  was  defirous  of  perpetuating 
*'  the  memory  of  that  eVent,  he  Would  not  have  expref- 

fed  himfelf  in  tetms  fo  ambiguous. — But  the  hiftory 
"  of  Ladiflaus  fupporfs  the  author's  hypothefis,with  more 
"  plaufibility  than  that  of  Alfbnfus  ;  becaufe  hiftorians 
"  agree  that  the  Ladiflaus,  delivered  from  enemies  at 
"  home,  and  an  oVer-itiatch  for  thofe  abroad,  gave 

himfelf  up  to  pleafute,  arid  fhortcned  his  days  by  ex- 

cefs  of  debauchery.    It  is  moft  probable,  however, 
«  that  the  prejudicial  confequences  of  thefe  excefles, 
•  Swinhrne'sTnveU  through  ihe  two  Sicilies,  p.  22. 

E  2  «*  led 
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"  urged  J  that  it,  however,  broke  out  with 

"  new  rage  about  the  year  1493,  and  that 

"  fixing  and  attaching  itfelf  upon  many 

"  other  epidemical  diftempers,  it  became 

"  led  him  to  have  recourfe  to  medicine,  and  to  entruft 
"  himfelf  to  the  care  of  every  empiric,  who  was  bafc 
*'  enough  to  flatter  him  with  the  perfeft  reftoration  of 
his  debilitated  frame  ;  and  that  to  one  or  more  of  the 
pretended  reftoratives,  thus  adminiftered  by  the  hand 
*'  of  cmpiricifm,  he  finally  became  a  vidtim." 

Vid.  Dr.  Wall's  Obfervations,  &c. 
The  judicioufnefs  of  this  ingenious  Gentleman's  re- 
marks is  very  apparent ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  a  {^ro- 
mifcuous  ufe  of  women,  attended  with  other  irregula- 
rities, as  we  have  before  had  repeated  occafions  to  men- 
tion, will  create  fymptoms  fimilar  to  thofe,  of  thefe  two 
Monarchs,  allowing  their  difeafes  to  have  been  what 
they  are  alledged ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  avoid  cor- 
dially joining  with  him  inrejefting  this  falfe  idea,  which 
has  long  been  prevalent — that  the  difeafe  was  anciently 
known  in  Europe.    On  the  contrary,  that  it  is  a  dif- 
temper  of  modern  date,  and  not  introduced  here  before 
the  conclufion  of  the  15th  century.  Such  notion  as  this 
will  bebeft  refutedby  the  hiftory  of  this  diftemper,  when 
we  confider  that  Gonorrhoea  viruknta*,  did  not  make  its 
appearance  till,  at  leart,  40  years  after  the  Lues  Venerea ; 
nor  even  at  this  day  does  it  always  accompany  that 
difeafe. 

*  Naples  was  befieged  in  the  year  1495,  and  this  Venereal 
lyinptom  was  not  obfei  vcd  till  the  year  .1536,  • 

*'  viru- 
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"  virulent  by  cohabiting  with  women. 
"  We  need  not,  therefore,  wonder  that  the 
"  difeafe  fliould  have  made  its  appearance 
"  at  Otaheite,  and  its  neighbourhood,  long 
"  before  the  arrival  of  any  European  at  . 
«  their  ifle." 

Several  other  obfervatipns,  equally  cu- 
rious as  interefting,  are  brought  forward 
to  edablifh  his  aflertions.  But  why  fo 
new  and  fo  unparalleled  an  affedion,  after 
remaining  fo  long  dormant,  fliould  renew 
its  vigour,  and  appear  at  fo  memorable  an 
aera  as  1493.;  niemorable,  it  may  be  fcyled, 
with  great  propriety,  from  its  being  the 
year,  that  Columbus,  the  difcoverer  of  a 
new  and  vaft  empire,  arrived  at  Palos,  a; 
fea-port  in  Spain,  amidft  the  unbounded- 
acclamations  of  the  gazing  multitude,  ap- 
pear to  me  furprifing  and  chimerical. 
Unlefs  the  learned  broacher  of  this  intricate 
doftrine  can  fatisfa^lorily  folve  the  above 
ftated  queftions,  his  theory,  though  very  in- 
genious, will  never  bring  convi6lion  to  my 
mind  j  nor  are  they  competent  to  fland  the 
teft  of  mature  confideration  and  refle<51:ion. 

E  3  There 
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There  is  another  remark  we  fhould 
mention,  and  which  ferves,  in  a  great 
mcafure,  to  overthrow  hi?  arguments  in 
foto — tlie  name  given  to  the  difeafe  by  the 
inhabitants  of  thofc  ides.  The  Otaheiteans 
called  it  apanopretane^  or  the  Britilli  difeafe  j 
and  fometimes  apano  miriatano^  or  a  difeafe 
of  the  penis  *.  This  name  feems  to  have 
been  given  it,  by  thofe  Indians,  in  the  pe- 
riod between  Capt.  Cook's  firft  and  fecond 
expedition.  It  does  not  appear  clear, 
though  the  natives  call  it  the  Britifh  Dif- 
eafe, that  it  was  firft  communicated  to  them 
by  Britons,  for  thefe  innocent  and  happy 
Jflanders  called  every  European  Britiih, 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  very  high  refpe6l 
and  veneration  they  held  every  thing,  the 
produce  of  pur  glorious  Ifland.  If  it 
had  been  a  diftemper  of  long  itanding 
amongft  them,  they  would  have  had  fome 
appellation,  feme  expreffion  of  their  own, 
to  fo  baneful  and  dell;ru61ive  a  malady, 
previous  to  their  being  difcovered  by  Euro- 

*  Apano,  fignifying  in  the  Otaheitean  language,  ^ 
difeafe,  and  miriatano  the  privy  paris^ 

peans^ 
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peans,  which  we  are  well  informed,  by  the 
repeated  teftimonies  of  many,  they  had 
not  *.  Another  ftrong  circumftantial  evi- 
dence to  the  contrary,  is,  the  panic  and 
defpair  it  occafioned  throughout  thofe 
iflands,  where  univerfal  joy  had  been  before 
fpread  ;  and  their  intire  ignorance  of  it,  be- 
fore the  French  vifited  them,  united  with 
their  unacquaintance  of  any  remedy  to 
counteraft  its  malignity ;  for  if  it  had  been 
of  long  continuance  among  them,  nature, 
who  is  always  provident,  would  have  lent 
her  friendly  aid  to  have  alleviated  its  dire^ 
ful  confequenccs. 

•f-  The  fufFerings  of  the  firft  infefted, 
amongft  the  Society  Iflands,  are  defcribed 

by 

*  It  appears  plainly,  from  Hawkfworth's  account, 
they  had  no  name  at  all  for  it  at  the  time  of  the  firft 
Voyage,  and  diftinguiftied  it  only  by  a  metaphorical 
expreffion  of  the  fame  import  as  rottennefs.  Vol.  II. 
P-  233- 

t  The  difeafe,  according  to  the  lateft  accounts,  Is 
much  more  violent  in  the  Sandwich,  than  in  the  Society 
or  Friendly  Iflands  :  it  is  reported  to  be  fo  deftrudtive  at 
fome  of  the  former,  as  to  be  the  death  of  many,  of  both 
fexes  :  in  fome  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands  only,  it  was  at- 

E'4  tended 
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by  the  natives,  in  the  moft.  pathetic  terms^ 
to  be  infupportably  grievous,  and  its  rage 
not  to  be  endured :  they  feem  to  be  analo- 
gical to  the  fufferings  of  the  firft  victims 
amongft  Europeans,  which  we  have  had 
occafion  to  mention  in  a  former  part  of 
this  enquiry.  It  is  very  flirprifing  that  the 
Venereal  Difeafe  fhould  increafein  its  viru- 
lence for  years,  after  its  being  tranfplanted 
into  a  new  and  foreign  foil.  Ex  gr.  On 
its  firft  appearance  in  Europe,  it  is  allowed 
that  it  was  very  violent,  for  a  century  and 
upwards  j  but  after  that  period  it  gradually 
diminilhed  in  the  variety  and  violence  of 
its  fymptoms.  From  this  occurring,  we 
have  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  will  obferve. 
the  fame  revolution  in  the  Iflands  of  the 
Pacific  Main,  as  it  has  hitherto  done  in 

tended  with  thofe  dreadful  confequences;  for  at  Owyhee, 
the  largeft  of  the  whole  group,  (it  obfervcd  a  rpildec 
courfe)  at  which  that  perfevering  and  adventurous  com- 
mander, Capt.  Cook,  whofe  memory  will  ever  be  re- 
vered and  efteemed,  and  whofe  lofs  will  ever  be  re- 
gretted by  every  lover  of  fcience,  fell  a  vi£tim  to  fa- 
vage  refentment.  But  the  naval  genius  of  Britain  bids 
us  drop  a  tear  at  the  recital  of  this  unfortunate  event. 

eveiy 
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every  quarter  of  the  univerfe,  where  it  has 
been  unfortunately  introduced.  It  is  not 
certain,  what  remedies  are  employed  by 
the  natives  to  difpel  the  fiend  from  thofe 
hofpitable  and  dehghtful  iflands,  which 
deferyed  a  better  return,  as  their  benevo- 
lence is  free  from  deceit,  and  their  careffes 
the  tribute  of  love  and  fimplicity.  We 
have  indeed  been  lately  informed,  that 
their  cure  principally  depends  on  the  in- 
ternal ufe  of  fome  certain  plants,  (the 
moft  general,  and,  indeed,  the  only  re- 
medy of  nations  in  an  uncivilized  llate) 
whofe  properties  have  not  as  yet  been  in- 
veftigated  *. 

It  does  not  appear  improbable,  but  that, 
they  pofiefs  a  fpep ific  power ;  for  during 

*  With  this  remedy  they  ufe  another  of  a  very  fin- 
gular  nature,  and  which  feems  unneceflary  in  a  hot 
country:  Having  heated  fome  ftones,  they  lay  a  thick 
cloth  over  them,  covered  with  a  quantity  of  a  fmall 
plant  of  the  muftard  kind,  and  over  them  is  fprcad 
another  cloth,  on  this  they  feat  themfelves,  and  fweat 
proflifely.  This  method  is  likewife  pra£ti(ed  by  them 
for  the  removal  of  other  complaints,  and  particularly 
for  the  afterrpains  of  child-bed  women. 

Cap- 
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Captain  Cook's  laft  ftay  at  Otaheitee,  none 
were  to  be  feen  in  whom  the  difeafe  had 
made  any  great  progrefs,  from  the  time  it 
had  been  introduced  among  them,  which 
was  in  1768  or  1769.  This  was  verified  in 
one  of  the  natives,  who  went  from  the  Re- 
folution  infefted,  and  returned  in  a  fhort 
time  to  all  appearance  perfe£lly  recovered; 
but  whether  radically  fo,  their  fliortnefs  of 
continuance  at  that  Ifland  prevented  them 
from  deciding.  Repeated  endeavours  were 
made  to  afcertain  the  medicated  qualities 
afcribcd  to  thefe  vegetables,  but  every  at- 
tempt of  this  kind  proved  ineffeftual ;  oc- 
cafioned,  in  a  great  degree,  to  their  unac- 
quaintance  of  the  idioms  of  the  language  pe- 
cuhar  to  thofe  iflands.  For  it  it  is  a  well 
eftabhilxed  maxim,  that  the  firft  fteps  to 
be  taken  towards  the  making  any  progrefs 
in  difcoveries  in  any  country,  is  to  procure 
a  knowledge  of  their  language 

It 

*  Place  a  man,  e.  gr,  in  Lapland  or  Japan,  pofTeflcd 
of  every  natural  knowledge,  a  mafter  of  every  human 
attainment thus  fituated,  and  thus  acco.mpliflied,  what 
progrefs,  what  proficiency  in  their  arts,  manners,  and 

cuftoms, 
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It  has  been  circulated,  that  mercury  has 
been  of  late  left  in  thofe  iflands,  by  the 
furgeons  of  the  refpe6live  fhips  that  have 
yifited  them  j  if  fo,  it  is  much  to  be  dread- 
ed, but  that  all-potent  mineral  will  not  be 
judicioufly  adminiftered  5  fo  that  this  re- 
medy may  be  productive  of  as  many  evils 
^mongft  them,  as  the  difeafe :  and  it  does 
not  appear,  from  the  various  accounts  of 
voyagers,  that  they  have  either  phyficians, 
or  furgeons  by  profeflion,  except  the  prieft, 
whofe  relief  confifts  in  prayers  and  cere- 
monies, not  in  drugs  and  prefcriptions. 
Phyfic  feems  amongft  them  clofely  to  be 
interwoven  with  the  prevailing  fyftem  of 
mythology  J  the  facred  fun6tions  of  the 
priefthood  are  combined  with  the  praftical 
duties  of  the  phyfician, — Where  intempe- 
rance produces  no  difeafes,  there  will  be  no 
phyficians  by  profelTion  j  yet  where  there 
is  fufferance,  there  will  always  be  an  at- 
tempt to  relieve;  and  where  the  caufe  of 

cuftoms,  can  he  expeil  to  arrive  at,  without  a  previous 
Jcnowledge  of  their  language,  the  medium  through 
^hich  thefe  are  tranfadcd  I 

the 
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the  difeafe  and  the  remedy  are  alike  un- 
known, thefe  will  naturally  be  direfted  by 
fuperftition :  thus  it  happens  in  thefe 
iflands,  and  in  other  countries,  that  groan^ 
under  the  united  influences  of  ignorance, 
fuperftition,  and  oppreflionj  and  where 
that  bright  luminary,  fcience,  has  never 
fhone  witli  that  brilliancy  which  fhe  does 
in  enlightened  nations. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  South-Sea  Iflands,  though  a£Bi6led 
with  Lues,  are  yet  fi'ee  from  gonorrhoea ; 
and  Dr.  Duncan  has  produced  this  afler- 
tion  in  fupport  of  the  following  hypothe- 
fis,  viz.  *'  That  the  virus  in  gonorrhoea 
"  and  fyphilis  are  not  the  fame  ;  that  the 
"  former  never  produces  the  latter,  and 
*'  vice  verfa         The  Do6tor,  in  favor 

of 

■*  The  oppofite  doiSlrine  is,  that  the  virus  producing 
Lues  Venerea,  and  that  producing  gonorrhoea,  differ 
only  in  ftrength.  From  the  weaker  kind  originates 
gonorrhceal  fymptoms.  From  that  more  concentrated, 
the  Lues  Venerea.  It  appears  to  me  more  probable, 
that  the  difference  of  thefe  diftempers  arife  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  virus  is  applied,  rather  than  from 
its  different  degrees  of  concentration — e,  gr.  The  vi- 
A  rulcnt 
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of  his  opinion,  obferves,  that  he  was  in- 
formed by  a  gentleman  who  accompanied 
Captain  Cook  to  Otaheitee  in  1774,  that 
though  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  which  had 
been  lately  introduced  there,  was  very  com- 
mon among  the  inhabitants,  yet  that  af- 
feflion  of  it  the  gonorrhcsa  was  ftill  un- 
known to  them.    In  contradi6liori  to  this 
information,  I  have  to  add  the  report  of 
a  friend  of  mine,  w4io  was  on  board  the 
Adventure,  during  her  voyage  on  difcove- 
ries,  in  a  medical  capacity,  and  was  at 
that  ifland  much  about  the  period  alluded 

rulent  mucus  of  the  vagina  being  driven,  or  forced 
into  the  urethra  in  coition,  attaches  idelf  to  the  la- 
cunae, irritates  and  inflames  them,  and  produces  the 
gonorrhceal  difcharge. — But  if  the  fame  poifon,  pof- 
fefled  of  equal  virulence,  be  applied  to  the  glans,  prc- 
putium,  &c.  an  ulcer  will  be  the  confequence,  which, 
in  this  ftate,  we  fhall  term  a  primary  chancre,  being 
only  a  local  complaint :  but  if  this  chancre  remain  fuch 
a  time,  that  the  virus  from  it  is  abforbed  into  the  ge- 
neral mafs  of  fluids,  and  other  fymptoms  follow,  fuch 
as  ulcers  in  the  moutli,  fauces,  and  throat,  buboes^ 
and  other  anomalous  appearances,  we  would  denomi- 
nate thefe  fecondary,  univerfal  or  f)philitic  fymptoms, 
or  thofe  arifmg  from  a  tainted  mafs. 

to 
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to,  viz. — That  the  majority  of  the  Advcft-* 
ture's  crew,  who  were  afflicted  with  this 
difeafe  while  at  Otaheitee,  had  fymptoms 
of  gonorrhoea  only.    A  later  and  very  re-* 
ij^edtable  authority  feems  to  verify  this  laft 
afiertion ;  for  Dr.  Swediaur  informs  us  in 
his  excellent  pra6licalTreatife*  oli  Venereal 
Difeafes,  that  Captain  King,  who  fucceeded 
Capt.  Clarke  in  the  late  voyage  round  the 
world,  allured  him,  that  he  himfelf  had  feen 
many  of  them  with  matter  dripping  from 
their  urethra.  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  his 
arguments  have  not  brought  convidion  to 
my  mind ;  nor  do  I  imagine  what  is  now 
thrown  out,  will  by  any  means  afford  fa-* 
tisfadtory  evidence  to  thofe  who  may  have 
adopted  his  opinion.    It  would,  however, 
be  a  digreffion,  and  enlarging  the  bulk  of 
thefe  obfervations  greater  than  what  was 
firft:  intended,  were  I  to  enter  into  a  dif-' 
quifition  on  this  obfcure  fubjedl  3  neither 
am  I  competent  for  a  talk:  of  fuch  uncom- 
mon difficulty,  nor  indeed  are  we  provided 
with  any  experiments  that  can  lead  us  in 
the  Icaft  to  decide  this  queftionj  and  if  we' 

were, 
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were,  I  cannot  fee  any  benefit  that  would 
arife  from  it  in  praftice.  It  is  enougii 
that  we  are  acquainted  with  a  remedy^ 
when  judicioufly  adminiftered,  fnfficiently 
powerful  to  deftroy  the  efFe6ls  of  the  viriis, 
and  cure  the  difeafe.  I  refer  the  curious 
to  perufe  the  arguments  which  this  learned 
gentleman  has  brought  forward  in  favor 
of  this  doctrine,  in  his  medical  cafes  and 
obfervations. 

I  fhall  now  finifli  my  hiftorical  obfervati- 
ons  by  remarking,  that  it  has  been  my  in- 
tention throughout,  to  deftroy  this  falie 
idea,  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe  was  known  ia 
the  earlieft  periods  of  European  hiftory:  on 
the  contrary,  I  have  attempted  toeftablifl?, 
that  the  difeafe  is  of  modern  date,  and  in- 
troduced at  the  aera  repeatedly  mentioned; 
and  that  thofe  diftempers,  which  have  been 
produced  from  authors  of  antiquity  (as  the 
Arfura  of  Ardern,  &c.)  in  favor  of  it,  were 
not  Venerea],  though  fimilar  to  it  in  their 
appearances,  but  occafioned  by  thefe  four 
caufes — viz.  ift,  luxurious  living — 2d,  in- 
continency   in   the  fexes — 3d,  want  of 

cleanlinsfs 
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cleanlinefs — 4th,  excefTive  hot  feafons  ill 
cold  climates,  or  a  natural  hot  climate  *. 
One  or  more  of  thefe  caufes  combined, 

*  It  is  certain,  that  in  hot  countries  the  women 
have  ufually  a  very  (harp,  and,  in  a  degree,  a  virulent 
difcharge  of  the  menfes.  In' Syria,  and  in  many  other 
Afiatic  countries,  it  has  been  reniariced,  that  the  men- 
ftrua  have  fometliing  contagious  about  them — And 
Tavernier  (Voyag.  des  Indes)  relates,  that  the  wo- 
men among  the  Caffres  are  of  fo  virulent  a  difpofition, 
at  the  period  of  their  mcnftrual  difcharge,  that  if  an 
European  ftand  for  any  time  near  the  urine  they  have 
lately  made,  will  be  often  feized  with  head-ath,  and 
fometimes  with  fever.  Even  in  our  milder  regions,  it 
not  uncommonly  occurs,  that  when  a  perfon  has  (un* 
knowingly)  commerce  with  women  during  this  pe- 
riodical efFufion  of  blood,  the  glans  and  prepuce  will 
be  afFcdled  with  fuperficial  puftules,  excoriations,  and 
flight  inflammations,  which  foon  difappear :  the  beft 
remedy  for  thefe  appearances,  is  wa{hing  them  with 
warm  milk  and  water,  or  a  weak  folution  of  Goulard's 
extraft  of  lead. — Thefe  fymptonis  have,  I  am  fully 
convinced,  too  often  been  inadvertently  taken  for  vene- 
real :  but  complaints  originating  from  this  caiife,  are 
entirely  analogous  in  their  appearance,  duration,  and 
fyn^^toms,  to  the  difeafe  we  have  had  occafion  to  treat 
of  at  note  p.  25. — Thefe  appearances  may  in  general 
be  imputed  to  the  fecond  and  third  caufe, — viz.  in- 
continency,  and  uncleanlinenefs. 

have 
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have  produced  complaints,  which,  to  their 
great  refemblance  to  the  Lues  Venerea, 
have  milled  many.  But  that  the  difeafe 
in  queftion  is  of  a  foreign  extra d ion,  ge- 
nerated in  a  foreign  climate,  and  cannot 
be  produced  in  this  country,  by  one  or  all 
of  the  above,  or  from  any  other  caufe  we 
are  yet  acquainted  with,  unlefs  conne61:ion 
with  an  infe6led  perfon.  That  it  was  a 
diftemper  peculiar  to  the  climate  of  Hif- 
paniola,  and  many  other  of  the  Weft- In- 
dia iflands,  as  different  difeafes  are  ende- 
mial  to  different  countries — fuch,  for  in- 
ftance,  was  the  fmall-pox  formerly  in 
Egypt,  and  which  did  not  make  its  appear- 
ance in  Europe  before  the  beginning  of 
the  feventh  century,  and  was  propagated 
throughout  every  kingdom  in  it  by  the 
Saracens.  Its  rapid  diffemination  and  hif- 
tory,  is  equally  as  unaccountable  as  that 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

From  the  above  obfervations  a  queftion 
naturally  arifes — Could  the  climate  of  Hi/' 
paniola^  in  the  courfe  of  300  years,  have 
fuffered  fo  great  a  revolution,  as  to  be  ca- 

F  pable 
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pable  of  producing  Venereal  Diftempers  at 
that  period,  and  have  no  fuch  effeft  at 
prefent,  even  allowing  it  to  have  been 
endemic  and  epidemic  in  that  climate  ? — 
We  anfwer  in  the  affirmative,  fetting  out 
with  a  great  iiiying  of  Ariftotle's,  and 
which  is  very  much  attended  to  in  a  late 
curious  and  valuable  produdion  of  the 
learned  Lord  Monboddo,  "  every  thing 
"  exifts  that  is  poflible  to  exift."  It  is 
poffiblc  then,  that  a  climate  may  undergo 
fuch  a  change,  as  to  be  capable  of  pro- 
'ducing  difeafes  at  one  time,  that  it  is  not 
at  another. 

The  hiftory  of  phyfic  evinces  us  fully 
of  the  truth  of  this,  and  experience  itfelf 
vouches  for  the  power  of  particular 
climates,  in  caufing  particular  difeafes, 
and  changing  the  conflitution  of  men  *. 

For 

*  The  changes  which  happen  in  climates,  bear  a 
ftrong  affinity  to  thofe  in  the  human  body  ;  for  at  cer- 
tain times  of  life  it  is  fubje£l  to  difeafes  tliat  it  is  not 
at  others — s.gr.  The  difeafes  of  infancy  and  manhood. 
3efides,  there  are  a  clafs  of  diftempers  that  only  afFed 
mankind  once  during  the  period  of  their  exiftence. 
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For  it  is  well  attefted,  that  the  natives  of 
fome  countries  are  liable  to  fuch  difeafes, 
as  are  feldom  or  never  known  in  other 
countries.  The  fudor  *  Anglicanus  is  an 
inftance  of  this — a  difeafe  which  proved 
fo  fatal  to  our  countrymen  at  different  pe- 
riods of  our  hiftory ;  and  which  firfl  ma- 
nifefted  itfelf  in  the  year  1485,  in  Henry 
the  Vllth's  army  at  Milford  Haven  j  from 
thence  overfpread  the  whole  kingdom  with 
the  rapid  progrefs  of  an  epidemic. — Mar- 
vellous are  the  accounts  which  writers 
give  of  it. — They  fay  that  none  but  Eng- 
lilhmen  were  affe6led  with  it. — Even  by 
going  over  to  France  they  did  not  efcape 
it;  and,  which  is  ftill  more  aftonifhing, 
their  neighbours  the  Scotch  were  free  from 
it ;  and  in  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, the  Englifli  only  were  affedled,  and 
foreigners  not  affefted  in  England.  From 
the  above  ftrange  relation,  we  have  reafon 

— ithe  fmall-pox,  meafles,  and  feveral  others  of  the  ex- 
anthematous  kind. 

*  Friend's  Hiftor.  of  Phyfic,  vol.  ii.  p.  333,  anii 
Hume's  Hift,  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  330, 

%  F  2  to 
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to  imagine,  that  the  caufe  of  this  unac- 
countable diflemper  was  not  to  be  attri- 
buted to  any  change  or  peculiarity  at  thofe 
periods,  in  the  Britifli  atmofphere,  but 
peculiar  to  the  conftitution  of  an  Englifli- 
man,  and  purfued  him  through  every 
quarter  of  the  univerfe,  where  pleafure  or 
bufmefs  had  led  him.  He  was  no  where 
exempt  from  it;  no  afylum,  no  refuge, 
could  prevent  its  affailing  him.  But  why 
the  Englifh  were  alone  fubje6l  to  this  dif- 
cafe,  and  its  never  appearing  fince  in  this 
ifland ;  or  why  Lues  Venerea  can  be  pro- 
duced in  the  climate  of  Hifpaniola,  and 
the  parts  adjacent,  and  in  no  other  quarter 
of  the  world  we  are  yet  acquainted 
with  J  and  why  the  leprofy  fhould  be  fo 
very  prevalent  in  this  country  about  three 
centuries  ago,  and  now  hardly  a  veftige  of 
it  to  be  feen,  are  phsenomena  of  equally 
difficult  folution,  and  equally  bewilder  us 
in  mazes  of  fancy  and  conjecture. 
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OF  THE 

VARIOUS  REMEDIES 

RECOMMENDED  IN  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE, 

From  its  firft  Appearance  inEuROPE  to  thefe  Times  j 

WITH 

General  Remarks  on  the  prefent  received  Modes  of 
Treatment. 

IT  has  been  an  obfervation  from  time 
immemorial,  that  the  greateft  difcove- 
ries  which  have  been  made  in  medieine,  and 
every  other  branch  of  fcience,  were  more 
the  refult  of  chance  *  than  ftudied  reflec- 
tion; and  that  thofe  arts  and  fciences, 
which  have  had  reference  to  the  wants  of 
mankind,  have  been  more  rapid  in  their 

*  It  is  to  accident  we  are  folely  indebted  for  the 
difcovery  of  the  peculiar  virtues  of  the  Peruvian  Bark, 
as  well  as  of  many  other  valuable  remedies. 

F  3  progrefs, 
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progrefs,  than  thofe  that  have  had  pleafurc 
folely  fov  their  obje6t ;  and  in  proportion 
to  their  diftrefles,  their  invention  has  been 
racked  in  order  to  find  out  means  to  alle- 
viate them.  Upon  this  principle  it  may 
naturally  be  prefumed,  (which  indeed  hap- 
pened) that  the  inceffant  ravages  and  de- 
vaftation  which  the  Lues  Venerea  com- 
mitted on  its  firft  introdu6lion  into  Eu- 
rope, upon  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men, 
excited  their  humanity,  as  well  as  curiofity, 
to  I'carch  for  the  caufes,  or  at  leaft  to  know 
whether  the  ancients  had  taken  any  notice 
of  it  *.  The  violence  with  which  it  raged, 
called  aloud  for  the  interference  of  the 

*  By  the  introduftlon  of  the  Venereal  DIftempcr 
into  Europe,  the  practice  of  phyfic  certainly  has  re- 
ceived confiderable  improvements.  From  this  it 
would  feem,  that  we  are  only  to  be  taught  by  the  dan- 
ger to  which  we  are  expofed.  Hence  the  art  of  war 
was  greatly  improved  by  repeated  fieges  and  battles, 
and  every  nation  torturing  their  invention  to  find  out 
new  implements  of  deftruftioh.  So  we  find,  that 
public  calamities  are  often  inftrumcntal  of  great  im- 
provements in  fcience. 

magiftrate, 
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maglftrate*,  as  well  as  the  affiftance  of 
the  phyfician :  while  the  latter  was  ran- 

facking 

*  When  the  Venereal  Difeafe  made  its  appearance 
in  Europe,  it  was  looked  upon  to  be  a  fpecies  of  the 
plague,  and  was  thought  to  fpread  its  contagion  by 
converfing  with,  or  living  together;  and  hence  arofe 
thofe  laws,  which  Afiruc  mentions  were  enadled  in 
France,  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  infe£ted. 
*'  Thus  there  is  extant  a  decree  in  the  acts  of  the  par- 
*'  liament  of  Paris,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  March, 
*'  1496,  by  which  fuch  as  were  infe£ted  with  the  difeafe, 
*'  were  prohibited,  under  pain  of  death,  from  conver- 
"  fing  with  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  obliged  to  re- 
*'  tire  into  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Germains,  to  places  fet 
"  apart  for  thatpurpofe."  The  fame  precaution  feems 
to  have  been  obferved  in  this  ifland  much  about  the 
fame  time ;  and  provifion  was  made  for  the  public 
fafety,  in  proportion  to  the  prejudices  each  nation  had 
conceived  of  this  diftemper;  for  at  Edinburgh,  we 
are  informed,  that  the  infected  were  exprefly  com- 
manded by  the  magiftrates  and  town-council,  under  a 
fevere  penalty,  (though  not  fo  ftri£t  as  the  inflidion 
of  death  on  a  non-obfervance  of  that  order)  to  retire 
to  Inchkeith,  a  fmall  ifland  fituated  in  the  middle  of 
the  Forth,  until  proper  affiftance  was  fent  them. 

In  the  year  1567,  Lord  Darnley,  hufband  to  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  was  feized  with  a  new  and  dangerous 
diftemper,  the  fymptoms  whereof  were  fo  violent  and 
unufualj  that  though  his  life  was  in  the  utmoft  danger, 

F  4  no 
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facking  Galen  and  his  Arabian  commen- 
tatoj  s,  in  hopes  to  find  in  them  fome  fimi- 
lar  traces  of  the  diieafe,  the  other  was 
bufily  employed  in  enafling  laws  and 
forming  regulations,  either  totally  to  pre- 
vent, or  at  leaft  to  abate  the  terrible  in- 
roads it  daily  made  on  the  human  fpecies ; 
but  neither  the  induflry  of  the  one,  nor 
the  vigilance  and  activity  of  the  other, 
were  capable  to  check  its  career ;  it  ftood 
in  defiance  both  of  medical  and  magifte- 
rial  interpofition.  The  mineral  and  ve- 
getable kingdoms  were  in  vain  fearched 
into  to  difcover,  if  poflTible,  a  remedy  for 
the  difeafe.  The  infe61:ed  received  no  fur- 
no  proper  remedy  was  known  or  applied ;  but  after 
languifliing  fome  weeks,  the  vigour  of  his  conftitution 
furmounted  its  mnlignity.  Bi{hop  Lefly  affirms  that  this 
difeafe  was  the  French-pox.    Keith  346,  Note  (6). 

In  that  age,  fays  Dr.  Robertfon,  in  his  Hiftory  of 
Scotland,  Book  IV.  this  difeafe  was  efteemed  fo  con- 
tagious, that  perfons  infedted  with  it  were  removed 
without  the  walls  of  cities ;  and,  on  account  of  this 
diftcmpcr,  Lord  Darnley  was  carried  to  the  Kirk  of 
Field,  ftrangled,  and  afterwards  blown  up  with  the 
houfe  by  gun-powder,  on  Sunday  night,  the  gth  of 
February  that  year. 

ther 
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ther  affiftance  from  medicine,  than  a  pal- 
liation of  their  fymptoms,  which  were  pro- 
cured by  copious  evacuations  and  topical 
applications. — Nothing,  in  fhort,  that  in- 
genuity could  invent,  or  experience  furnifh, 
but  what  was  adminiftered — but  to  no  ef- 
fect.— At  laft,  the  attention  of  all  Europe 
was  called  to  look  at  that  foil,  for  a  remedy, 
from  whence  the  difeafe  originated. 

As  early  then  as  1 508,  guiacum  was 
imported  from  South  America,  and  eagerly 
introduced  into  practice,  as  the  only  medi- 
cine that  was  ufed  by  the  natives  in  the  cure 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and  was  faid  to 
eradicate  it,  without  danger;  and,  therefore, 

■r 

was  received  with  great  expe6lations,  as  a 
preventative  to  mankind. « —  But  whether 
guiacum  merited  the  great  praifes  that  were 
then  beftowed  upon  it,  and  was  really  em- 
ployed by  the  natives,  as  its  introducers 
wifhed  to  infmuate,  or  whether  it  might 
be  capable  of  curing  the  diftemper  in  that 
country,  and  not  in  Europe,  we  lemain 
ftill  very  much  in  the  dark  about.  It  is 
not,  however,  an  improbable  circumftance, 

that 
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that  this  might  be  the  cafej  for  it  has  been 
reprefented,  that  the  Indians  of  North 
America  cure  the  difeafe  with  fpeed,  fafety, 
and  fuccefs,  and  that  without  the  leaft 
knowledge  of  mercury.  Mr.  Kalm,  a 
native  of  Sweden,  and  Sir  W.  Johnfon,  who 
were  long  refident  amongft  thofe  favage 
tribes,  affirm,  that  they  ufe  the  root  of  the 
plant  lobelia    in  decoclion  -j-,  with  incre- 

*  Care  fliould  be  taken  not  to  make  ufe  of  the  lobelia 
longiflora,  inftead  of  the  lobelia  fyphilitica,  the  former 
being  of  a  much  more  acrid  nature  than  the  latter. 

Vid.  Charafteri  in  Linnaei,  Gen.  Plantar. 

+  They  take  the  roots  of  four,  fix,  or  more  plants, 
either  frefh  or  dried  j  then  wafh  and  boil  them  in  a  gal- 
lon and  a  half  of  water  ;  of  which  decoftion,  the  patient 
drinks  every  day,  if  his  conftitution  will  fuffer  it,  a 
quart  in  the  beginning,  gradually  increafing  the  dofe 
till  he  can  no  longer  bear  the  purging  excited  by  it  j 
then  he  leaves  it  off  for  a  day  or  two,  and  if  ncceflary, 
continues  it  again,  till  he  is  perfedlly  well.  This  me- 
thod, in  about  a  fortnight,  or  three  weeks,  at  the  utmoft, 
puts  a  total  flop  to  the  diftemper.  The  Indians  not 
only  drink  this  deco£lion,  but  they  alfo  v/afh  and  bathe 
with  it  the  parts  afFedled.  During  a  courfe  of  this 
remedy,  they  confine  themfelves  to  a  fimple  diet,  efpe- 
cially  vegetables ;  though,  occafionally,  as  circumfliances 
require,  they  are  allowed  to  eat  animal  food. 

diblc 
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dible  fuccefs  in  every  ftage  of  that  malady. 
Nay,  they  even  look  upon  the  difeafe,  as  one 
to  be  the  eafieft  dealt  with ;  even  though  it  be 
fo  inveterate  that  the  patient  is  half  rotten, 
and  infupportable  to  be  approached,  he  is 
in  a  very  fliort  time  perfectly  cured,  with- 
out return,  unlefs  a  frefh  expofure  to  the 
fame  caufe,  or  to  his  own  inconfiderate  de- 
bauchery.   So  quick  is  this  fanative  plant, 
in  fubduing  the  moft  virulent  pox,  that  the 
negroes,  both  men  and  women,  from  the 
moft  fhocking  condition,  in  ten  days  time, 
were  generally  fo  well  recovered,  as  to  re- 
turn to  their  refpedive  employments,  ^nd 
continued  afterwards  perfectly  found.— 
It  would  certainly  be  an  object  of  fome  con- 
fiderable  importance,  to  difcover  their  me- 
thod of  cure  completely ;  but  this  has  not 
hitherto  been  attended  to  :  we  fhould  fup- 
pofe  that  it  might  be  eafily  arrived  at,  by 
making  trials  of  the  various  plants  that  are 
found  in  thofe  parts,  and  particularly  of 
fuch  as  the  natives  are  known  to  make  the 
moft  ufe  of.    But  however  well  attefted 
thefe  reports  may  be,  however  great  their 

autho- 
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authorities,  they  have  all  failed  on  repeated 
experiments,  in  accomphfhing  a  cure  in 
our  hemifphere,  when  unaffifted  with 
mercury. 

Whatever  may  be  the  reafon  of  guiacum 
proving  effediLial  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
in  South  iVmerica,  at  that  period,  and  not 
jn  this  country  at  any  period,  is  difficult  to 
fay  *  i  and  whatever  then  might  have  been 
the  remedy,  it  is  certain  that  the  fame  mode 
of  cure,  as  adopted  by  modern  Europe,  is 
now  univerfally  embraced  by  them  j  and 
their  whole  dependance,  like  ours,  in  that 
diftemper,  is  confined  to  mercury.  It  is 
probable,  however,  if  fo,  much  to  be  la- 
mented, that  the  natives,  in  wifliing  to  keep 
their  ancient  remedy  a  fecret  for  their  con- 
querors, whom  they,  with  great  juftice, 
llyled  the  tyrants  of  the  world,  have  at  laft 

*  The  only  folid  reafon  of  its  failing  in  this  country, 
feems  to  be  the  difference  of  climates  :  but  when  we 
confider  that  we  are  pofTefled  of  fuch  powers  as 
are  capable  of  heating  the  apartments  of  the  fick  to 
any  degree  of  heat  whatever,  even  to  that  of  the  region 
from  whence  the  difeafe  came,  every  ohjedtion  on 
this  head,  muft  be  fatisfa^lorily  anfwered. 

loft 
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loft  fight  of  it  themfelves.    Or,  perhaps, 
their  keeping  it  a  fecret  from  the  Spaniards, 
might  be  owing  to  fome  old  tradition  pre- 
valent amongft  them — to  this  purport — 
that  if  the  remedy,  which  they  pofTefs,  was 
once  difcovered  to  any  but  their  particular 
ftates,  the  charm  would  be  broke,  and  its 
powers,  as  a  fovereign  remedy,  deftroyed; 
on  account  of  fome  fuch  fuperftition  (fo 
common  in  unenlightened  nations)  the 
world,  very  poflibly,  has  been  deprived  of  a 
m oft  invaluable  medicine.  We  might  reafon- 
ably  have  expelled,  amongft  the  number- 
lefs  difcoveries  of  their  cuftoms  and  man- 
ners, that  more  attention  would  have  been 
paid  by  the  miffionaries,  and  other  priefts, 
who  were  fent  over  by  the  court  of  Spain, 
to  the  fully  inveftigating  this  fubje6t,  par- 
ticularly as  their  health  and  pleafures  were 
both  fo  materially  concerned. 

We  have  certainly  them  alone  to  blame 
for  our  being  fo  little  acquainted  with  the 
original  hiftory  and  cure  of  this  diftemper ; 
they  negle6led  embracing  the  only  oppor- 
tunity of  having  a  more  accurate  knowledge 

of 
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of  it,  when  this  vaft  country  was  firft  dif- 
covered. 

The  reafon,  however,  appears  evident — 
they  followed  the  foot-fteps  of  their  co- 
adventurers,  whofe  chief  obje<fl,  as  a  cele- 
brated Northern  writer  obferves,  "  was  in 
"  amafllng  fortunes,  that  they  might 
**  quickly  return  from  a  remote  unhealth- 
**  ful  country,  which  they  confidered  as  a 
"  ftate  of  exile  — Confequently  their 
attention,  their  meditations,  were  more  en- 
gaged in  the  mines  of  Potofi,  than  in  the 
forefts  of  Loxa. 

China-root  and  farfaparilla,  were,likewife, 
introduced  into  praftice  much  about  the 
fame  time  ;  and  thirty  years  after  guiacum. 
The  former  of  thofe  was  firft  brought  by 
fome  Chinefe  merchants  to  Goa,  the  capital 
of  the  Portugueze  fettlements  in  the  Eall 
Indies,  in  1535,  and  from  thence  it  was 
foon  imported  to  all  parts  of  Europe. 
Vefalius  is  the  firft  who  takes  any  notice  of 
its  virtues,  in  his  epiftle  De  Radice  Chined 
in  fpeaking  of  it,  he  obferves,  that  while  he 

*  Robcrtfon's  Hiftory  of  Apicrica. 

attended 


Lues  Venerea.  79 

attended  the  hofpitals  at  Venice,  under  the 
principal  pliyficians  of  that  city,  this  root 
was  theii  made  ufe  of  in  that  difeafe, 
and  great  things  were  expected  from  it  j 
but  in  that  they  were  deceived,  for  it  merely 
anfwered  the  intention  of  a  fudorific,  and 
procured  a  temporary  reUef  of  the  fymp- 
toms  which  again  appeared  on  the  flighted 
irregularity.  But  a  very  fortunate  cir- 
cumftance  occurring,  recovered  the  loft  re- 
putation of  this  medicine  ;  and  its  virtues 
were  again,  for  a  time,  eftablifhed,  by  na 
lefs  a  charafler  than  the  imperial  Charles 
the  Fifth,  who,  on  account  of  a  violent 
gouty  afFe6lion,  the  remains  of  a  Venereal 
complaint  improperly  treated,  had  gone 
through  a  compleat  courfe  of  guiacum, 
both  in  decoftion  and  in  fubftance,  without 
any  alleviation  of  his^'mifery :  at  laft,  on 
his  own  accord,  and  contrary  to  the  appro- 
bation of  his  phyficians,  determined  to  make 
trial  of  the  efficacy  of  this  root  at  Bruffels ; 
and  though  not  perfe6lly  cured  of  his  dif- 
temper,  found  himfelf  fo  much  relieved 
from  its  ufe,  that  it  was  afterwards  efteemed 
3  a  pa- 
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a  panacea  all  over  the  continent.  But  how- 
changeable  is  the  fortune  of  a  new  medicine, 
which  was  truly  exemplified  in  the  China- 
root,  for  it  again  fell  under  its  former  dif- 
grace. — Sarfaparilla  and  faffafras  fufFered 
the  fame  revolutions  in  their  refpeftive  re- 
putations, as  guiacum  and  China-root  had 
experienced  before.  Sometimes  they  were 
eagerly  introduced  by  pra6litioners,  and  at 
otliers  entirely  negle6led ;  in  fliort,  their 
changes  were  alternate,  depending  as  much 
on  the  whim  and  caprice  of  fafhion,  as  on 
the  credit  and  fame  which  their  relpe61:ive 
introducers  fupported '  in  the  world. — 
Every  vegetable  that  could  be  thought  of, 
either  the  produce  of  thofe,  or  more  diftant 
climes,  and  efteemed  the  leaft  efficacious, 
were  employed ;  but  none  of  thefe,  upon 
experience,  were  found  to  anfwer,  by  any 
means,  the  high  encomiums  which  had 
been  beftowed  upon  them  :  they  loft  all  the 
reputation  they  had  ever  acquired,  only 
palliating  the  difeafe  for  a  time,  which,  on 
the  leaft  irregularity  of  the  difeafed,  broke 
out  a  fre(h,  with  additional  violence,  and 

baffled 
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baffled  all  their  hopes  of  ever  accomplifh- 
iilg  a  perfect  cure.  At  laft,  a  remedy, 
which  they  fo  fruitlefsly  fought  after  in  the 
learned  volumes  of  antiquity,  the  Chemift's 
found  in  mercury,  the  favourite  fubje6t  of 
fo  many  of  their  operations.  But  at  what 
period  this  all-potent  mineral  was  firft  re- 
commended in  Venereal  diftempers,  or 
who  its  introducers  were,  has  afforded  mat- 
ter for  much  difcuflion.  The  greateft 
authorities  *  feem  uniformly  to  agree,  that 
it  was  not  employed  before  the  year  151 8, 
which  was  twenty-five  years  after  the  dif- 
eafe  had  raanifefted  itfelfj  when  John 
de  Vigof,  phyfician  to  Pope  Julius  the 

Second, 

*  Friend's  Hift.  of  Phyfic,  Vol.  11. 

t  It  muft  create  ©ur  aftonifliment,  when  we  confidec 
the  analogy  between  fome  of  the  fymptoms  of  the  le- 
profy,  (a  difeafe  very  well  known  at  that  time  in  Europe) 
and  the  Venereal  diftemper,  that  mercury  was  not 
thought  of  before ;  and  that  a  period  of  twenty- five  years 
fhould  elapfe,  before  it  was  adminiftered  for  this  difeafe. 
For  we  are  informed,  that  as  early  as  1276,  this  remedy 
was  ufed  in  the  leprofy,  by  Peter  the  Spaniard,  who  was 
afterwards  created  Pope  John  the  Firft.  He  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  the  f.rft  European,  who  made  ufe  of  it  in 

G  medi* 
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Second,  wrote  a  treatife  on  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,  wherein  he  recommends  mercury 
in  form  of  ointment,  with  which  all  the 
body  was  to  be  anointed :  this  defperate 
remedy,  agreeable  to  his  account,  cured  the 
difeafe  in  a  week,  by  producing  a  violent 
falivation. — He  like  wife  defcribes  a  mercu- 
rial cerate,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  the  good 
efFe61:s  of  which  he  had  experienced  a  thou- 
fand  times,  and  was  more  eafy  to  the  pa- 
tient than  falivation  J  more  fecure  in  its 
op&ration,  and  in  the  event,  equally  as  ef- 
feftual :  but  the  mode  of  preparing  or  ufmg 
tliofe  medicines,  he  takes  no  notice  of. — 
The  honour  of  ufliering  in  this  medicin.c 
has  likewife  been  attributed  to  Jacobus 
Carpus,  a  contemporary  of  Vigo's;  but 
whoever  of  them  deferves  that  credit,  they 
were  both  very  fuccefsful  in  their  pra6lice  at 
^  Rome,  and  acquired  large  fortunes  ;  parti- 
cularly the  latter,  who,  at  his  death,  be- 

'  medicine ;  and  he,  no  doubt,  rauft  have  learnt  the  mode 
of  ufmg  it,  from  the  Arabians,  who  were  the  firft  that 
ventured  to  employ  mercury  to  deftroy  vermin,  and  for 
fouincfs  of  the  fkin. 

queathed 
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q[ueathed  40,000  crowns,  befides  3  great 
deal,  of  other  perfonal  effea:s,  to  the  Duke 
of  Ferrara,  his  friend  and  patron.  But 
whether  this  mode  of  adminiftering  mer- 
cury died  with  them-,  or  if  they  were  as 
fuccefsful  as  has  been  reprefented,  we  are 
not  informed. — It  is,  however,  certain,  that 
mercury  got  into  great  difgrace  after  their 
death,    it  was  never  univerfally  known  in 
their  time,  qwing  to  their  keeping  it  fo 
great  a  fecret  from  the  reft  of  the  prafli- 
tioners  on  the  Continent,  prevented  them 
from  ufmg  it,  as  a  remedy,  in  the  Lues 
Venerea.    Mercury  was  firft  employed  by 
praaitioners,  in  the  form  of  ointment,  in 
this  difeafe  :  and  fo  timid  were  they  in  ufmg 
It,  that  the  proportion  of  mercury  was 
fcarce  one-fortieth  part  of  the  other  ingre- 
dients. In  this  they  a^red  like  honeft  men, 
m  employing,  with  caution,  a  remedy  of 
fuch  a  problematic  nature,  in  a  diftemper, 
of  which  the  annals  of  medicine  had  not  at 
that  time  taken  any  notice  of.    But  they 
carried  their  pufillanimity  to  too  high  a 
pitch;  for  by  prefcribing  it  in  fuch  trifling 

^  2  quan- 
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quantities,  the  difeafe  gained  fo  much 
ground,  that  three-fourths  of  their  pati- 
ents were  either  carried  off"  by  the  violence 
of  the  difeafe,  before  the  medicine  could 
have  any  effeft;  or  were  other  wife  very 
much  disfigured,  that  they  became  fo  of- 
fenfive  and  difagreeable,  as  to  be  fliunned 
and  excluded  fociety.  The  regulars  being 
fo  often  difappointed  in  accomplifhing  a 
'  cure,  that  at  laft  the  difeafe  was  entirely 
defer  ted  by  them,  and  got  into  the  hands 
of  the  empirics.  The  defperate  and  muti- 
lated ilate  of  thofe  unhappy  vi6lims,  open- 
ed a  fine  field  for  thofe  rapacious  preten- 
ders, to  impofe  upon  the  credulity  of  the 
.  people.  In  all  countries,  indeed,  it  is  too 
/often  to  be  lamented,  that  defperate  dif- 
eafes  are  left  to  that  fet  of  men  who  have 
no  chara£ters  to  lofe,  and  who  will  not 
ftop  in  employing  any  remedy,  however 
uncertain,  or  however  violent,  in  order  to 
attempt  a  cure.  In  this,  no  doubt,  they 
fometimes  fucceed ;  but  in  the  difeafe  in 
queftion,  they  run  into  the  oppofite  ex- 
tremes of  the  regular  practitioners;  and 

by 
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by  throwing  in  fuch  large  quantities  of 
mercury,  produced  fuchfudden  and  violent 
falivations,  that  more  fell  a  facrifice  to  the 
remedy  than  the  diftemper ;  infomuch  that 
fcarce  one  of  a  hundred,  who  went  through 
the  mercurial  courfe,  as  prefcribed  by  them, 
was  completely  cured ;  the  difeafe,  for  the 
moftpart,returning  with  redoubled  violence, 
wliich  commonly  carried  off  the  unhappy 
fufferer,  and  relieved  him  of  his  mifery. 

The  fatal  effetSls  which  conftantly  fol- 
lowed the  adminiflration  of  this  mineral, 
as  recommended  in  the  early  periods  of  the 
difeafe,  occalioned  its  being,  if  not  wholly 
rejefted  from  pra6lice,  at  leaft,  in  a  great 
meafure  laid  afide,  for  near  half  a  century 
and  the  different  roots,  fuch  as  China, 
Guiacum,  &c.  were  again  ufliered  into  prac- 
tice J  but  met  with  (as  might  be  expedfeCl) 
the  fame  train  of  ilt-fuccefs  which  we  have 
remarked  before.  Practitioners  obfervingj 
this,  and  taking  it  fprioufly  into  conlidera- 
tion,  they  a  fecond  time  ventured  upon  the 
ufe  of  mercury ;  and  being  aware  of  the 
fock  which  their  predecelTors  and  the  em- 

Q  3  piric$ 
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pirics  had  fplit  upon,  were  determined  to 
employ  it,  neither  witli  the  caution  of  the 
one,  nor  in  the  rafli  inconfiderate  manner 
of  the  other ;  and  by  adopting  this  rational 
plan,  they  fucceeded,  after  many  vain  and 
fruitlefs  attempts. 

Mercury  is  employed  at  prefent  in  a  great 
variety  of  forms,  difference  of  opinions 
prevails  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  admi- 
flring  its  numerous  preparations     The  ad- 
vocates 

*  Dr.  Kirkland  f  is  of  opinion,  that  tjie  more  fitnple 
the  preparations  of  mercury  are,  the  better;  that 
exceedingly  fajefll  dofes  of  them  continued  a  lengtl^ 
of  time,  are  fully  fufficicnt  to  anfwer  as  an  anti- 
fyphilitic,  and  for  every  other  purpofe  in  which  it 
can  be  ufeful ;  and  that  large  and  a£tive  dofes  of  this 
mineral  are  not  only  unneceflary,  but  often  (violently 
pernicious,  though  they  may  produce  a  fpeedicr  relief 
from  the  difeafe;  yet  their  fubfequent  corfequences 
are  more  deftruftive  to  the  conftitution  than  the  ma- 
lady itfelf.  The  Doftor  farther  fays,  that  he  is  in- 
clined to  believe,  from  a  fuccefsful  practice  of  many 
years,  that  fmall  dofes  of  mercirry  adds  to  its 
efficacy. 

The  preparation  which  the  Dodlor  has  "been  in 
life  to  adminifter,  and  fpeaks  highly  in  praife  of 
JS — a  fcruple  of  quickfilver,  rubbed  down  with  two 

i  London  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  vii.  Art.  i.  for  J786. 
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vocates  for  each,  afiigning  their  reafons  for 
that  which  they  adopt  in  preference  to  any- 
other. 

drams  of  ftarch,  then  made  into  a  mafs  with  muci- 
lage of  gum  arabic,  and  divided  into  twenty  pills, 
two  of  which  are  to  be  taken  daily,  except  in  thofe 
days  which  the  bowels  are  opened— for  he  recom- 
mends a  gentle  purge  to  be  given  weekly  during  the 
cure,  (if  the  medicine  has  not  that  efFeft)  in  order 
to  prevent  the  mouth  from  being  affefled.  This 
courfe  (the  Dodor  fays)  perfifted  in  for  three  or  fouf 
months,  will  cure  every  inftance  of  Lues  Venerea. 
This  manner  of  proceeding  may  certainly  fucceed  in 
cafes  where  the  difeafe  puts  on  a  mild  appearance,  or 
where  there  is  any  averfion  in  the  conftitution  to 
mercury,  v/hen  the  fmalleft  dofe  of  the  moft  gentle 
preparation,  produces  the  moft  difagreeable  efre£ls. 
But  were  we  to  truft  to  this  mode  of  adminiftering 
mercury,  where  the  diftemper  has  laid  deep  root  in  the 
fyftem,  or  where  parts  of  confequence  are  in  danger 
of  being  dcftroyed,  our  patients  would  be  in  a  fad 
disfigured  ftate,  before  the  violence  of  the  difeafe 
could  polTibly  be  checked.  The  Dodlpr  wiflies  to 
avoid  an  appearance,  which  of  all  others,  in  my 
opinion,  is  anxioufly  to  be  looked  for — that  is  an  af- 
fection of  the  mouth.  For  we  can  aflcrt  from  prac- 
tice, that  Venereal  Ulcers  will  frequently  not  put  on 
a  healing  appearance  until  the  mouth  becomes  fore : 
and  I  have  feldom  found,  that  patients  were  perfedlly 
free  from  a  rela'pfe,  who  were  cured  without  fome 

G  4,  afFe^lion 
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other;  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  diffe- 
rent preparations  of  this  medicine,  an,d 
different  modes  of  ufmg  it,  fuit  different 
temperaments ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that 
very  great  varieties,  in  the  operation  of 
mercury,  arife  from  peculiarities  in  con- 
ffitations.  Some,  for  example,  are  eafily 
affe6ted  *  with  this  mineral,  while  others, 
on  the  contrary,  are  a61:ed  upon  with  diffi- 
culty only.    It  is  moft  agreeable  to  fome 

afFe6tion  of  the  mouth  ;  aqd  that  thofe  perfons  are 
commonly  longer  in  getting  rid  of  the  difeafe,  where 
this  appearance  is  with  difficulty  produced.  In  ger 
ncral  we  would  prefume,  that  to  fupport  a  gentle 
forenefs  in  the  mouth  and  gums,  during  the  exhibir 
tion  of  mercury,  is  advifable.  From  thefe  circum- 
ftances  it  would  appear,  that  there  is  a  kind  of  con- 
nexion between  the  ftate  of  the  falivary  glands,  and 
the  Venereal  irritation ;  and  that  inflaming  thefe 
glands  to  a  certain  degree,  and  for  a  certain  period, 
(like  cutting  upon  a  node)  will  deflroy  the  Vene. 
Teal  irritation  :  or  perhaps,  the  afFe£tion  of  the  fa- 
livary glands  by  mercury,  is  no  further  cpnnefted 
with  the  Venereal  virus,  than  as  it  (hews  as  a  mer- 
curimeter,  the  degree  of  mercurial  ftirnulus  in  the 
fyftem. 

♦  One  grain  of  mercury  will  do  more  for  one  maii 
than  fifty  with  another.  I  have  been  told  of  a  lady  who 
•was  falivated  by  taking  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  calome^ 
pnly. 
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conftltutions  to  take  it  internally,  in  form 
of  pills,  boluffes,  &c.  and  to  others,  whofe 
inteftines  are  very  irritable,  and  eafily  a6ted 
upon,  in  form  of  ointment  to  be  applied 
to  the  extremities.  Therefore  this  Hercu- 
lean remedy  muft  be  adminiftered  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  beft  agrees  with  the  age, 
conftitution,  and  condition  of  the  patient, 
as  the  judgment  of  the  attendant  practi- 
tioner fliall  fuggeft ;  who  in  every  cafe  will 
make  choice  of  that  preparation,  and  of  that 
mode  of  application,  as  they  think  moft 
conducive  to  the  benefit  of  their  patients. 

Previous  to  the  adminiftration  of  mer- 
cury in  any  form,  the  following  particu- 
lars ought  to  be  taken  into  confideration. 
Whether  our  patient  is  affefted  with  any  pu- 
trid, nervous,  or  inflammatory  complaints, 
&c.  In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  ufe  of  mercury 
does  not  only  prove  hurtful,  but  in  feveral 
inftances,  where  its  ufe  has  been  perfifted 
in,  even  fatal.  Therefore  attention  to  the 
removal  of  thefe  diforders,  ought  to  be  pre- 
vioufly  paid  to  the  ufe  of  this  mineral.  But, 
indeed,  there  is  an  allowable  exception  to 
this  rule ;  for  if  the  Venereal  fymptoms 

prewil 
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prevail  much,  though  the  patient  is  affli6t- 
ecl  with  one  or  other  of  the  above  com- 
plaints, and  the  foft  parts  in  danger  of 
being  con  fumed,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
mouth,  an  immediate  recourfe  to  mercury- 
is  indifpenfably  neceffary,  but  proper  me- 
dicines fuited  for  the  removal  of  thofe  af- 
fections ought  to  be  conjoined  with  it. — 
If  the  patient's  ftrength  is  much  exhaulled 
from  any  preceding  illnefs,  or  if  he  is  na- 
turally of  a  weakly  delicate  conftitution, 
a  healthful  country  air,  with  afs's  or  cow's 
milk  as  it  comes  from  the  animal,  are  one 
of  the  firft  requifites  to  be  attended  to, 
before  a  mercurial  ccurfe  is  ventured  upon. 
The  milk  likewife  of  a  healthy  woman  is 
found  to  be  one  of  the  greateft  reftoratives 
for  enfeebled  and  debilitated  patients.  His 
diet  in  other  refpe£ls,  fhould  confifl  of 
whatever  is  of  light  and  eafy  digeftion  ; 
he  may  drink  occafionally  a  few  glafies  of 
any  generous  aromatic  white  wjne,  as  ma- 
deira, old  hock,  calcavello,  6i:c.  Riding 
5n  horfeback  two  or  three  hours  a  day 
will  greatly  alTift  the  above  regimen,  by 

enlivening 
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enlivening  the  fpirits,  and  otherwife  giving 
firmnefs  and  agility  to  the  whole  body. 
If  medicines  are  required,  they  fhould  be  of 
the  tonic  kind,  fuch  as  Peruvian  bark,  vi- 
triolic elixir,  &c.  If  he  is  low-fpirited, 
which  oftener  occurs  in  Venereal  Diftempers 
than  we  are  aware  of,  particularly  with 
thofe  whofe  conftitutions  we  have  been  de- 
lineating, preparations  of  iron,  with  that 
powerful  vegetable  tonic  the  bark,  has  been 
found  an  excellent,  and  indeed  the  only  re- 
medy :  thefe,  with  cheerful  company,  will 
greatly  contribute  to  recover  the  ftrength, 
and  recruit  the  fpirits  neceffary  for  enabling 
the  patient  to  bear  the  ufe  of  mercury. 
But  it  not  uncommonly  happens,  that 
weaknefs  and  Ibw-fpiritednefs  are  the  im- 
mediate confequences  of  the  Venereal  poi- 
fon  lurking  in  the  habit  *.    In  a  cafe  of 

this 

?^  I  had  lately  an  inftance  of  this — An  amiable 
young  lady  contrafted  a  Venereal  complaint  from  her 
hulband,  above  a  twelvemonth  before  fhe  confulted 
pe,  and  went  then  through  a  mercurial  courfe,  and 
ivas  thought  perfe£l:Iy  cured.  About  eight  months  af-- 
pr,  Ihe  found  herfclf  extremely  weak  and  much  de- 
bilitated, 
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tliis  defcription,  mercury  will  be  the  only 
ftrengthener,  and  its  ufe  ought  not  to  be 
delayed  a  moment.  If,  however,  the  pa- 
tient enjoys  a  good  ftate  of  health,  no  pre- 
liminary method,  in  my  opinion,  is  re- 
quired. Aftruc  recommends  a  long  and 
tedious  preparative  procefs,  even  to  pa- 
tients otherwifs  healthy,  and  to  which  few 
of  our  modern  patients  would,  or  have 
any  occafion  to  fubmit  to :  Sydenham,  on 

bilitated,  her  appetite  entirely  gone,  lownefs  of  fpirits, 
accompanied  with  religious  horrors,  a  dreadful,  though 
not  an  unufual  fymptom  in  this  hydra.  I  put  her  under 
a  courfe  of  Peruvian  bark,  with  valerian,  fteel,  and 
other  nervous  and  tonic  remedies,  as  generally  recom- 
mended in  thofe  complaints.  She  continued  their  ufe 
for  fome  time  with  great  attention,  but  to  no  efFeft, 
the  difeafe  rather  increafing.  I  then  thought  it  was 
xequifite  (being  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  her 
cafe)  to  try  a  mercurial  courfe,  imagining  that  thofe 
appearances  were  in  confequenee  of  the  filent  ravages 
the  Lues  Venerea  commits  on  the  conflitution,  with- 
out any  apparent  charafteriftic  of  the  difeafe  bejng 
prefcnt ;  which  really  fell  out  as  I  fufpefted :  for  In  about 
a  month's  time,  her  appetite,  ftrength,  and  fpirits  were 
reftbred ;  and  by  perfevering  a  few  weeks  longer  in  this 
treatment,  flic  now  enjoys  a  ftate  of  pcrfeiSl  good 
health. 

thq 
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the  other  hand,  reprobates  all  preparative 
methods  ;  and  in  his  Epijlola  feciinda  Re- 
fponfor  de  Morb.  Verier,  afferts,  that  they 
fhould  always  be  omitted  as  injurious. 
But  as  Venereal  praftice  (much  to  the 
honor  of  modern  phyfic)  is  fo  much  al- 
tered and  improved  fince  the  periods  of 
thefe  two  great  authorities,  their  opinions 
relative  to  the  treatment  of  the  diftemper, 
is  nearly  become  obfolete. 

The  next  thing  to  be  confidered,  is  the 
proper  feafon  for  entering  upon  a  courfe  of 
mercury.  It  has  been  a  general  obfei-vation, 
that  the  Venereal  Difeafe  yields  eafier  to 
a  good  treatment  in  warm  and  dry  climates 
and  feafons,  than  in  cold  and  damp  ones : 
this  is  the  reafon,  that  has  rendered  Mont- 
pelier  fo  famous  for  curing  the  moft  ob- 
jftinate  and  confirmed  Lues  * :  this  is  like- 
wife  the  reafon,  that  people  who  are  not 
cured  of  Venereal  complaints  in  the  north- 
ern parts  of  Europe,  are  fometimes  cured 
by  removing  to  the  diy  fine  air  of  the 
South  of  France,  Italy,  and  Portugal. 

f  Swediar  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

Were 
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Were  we  always  able  to  chufe  a  feafon, 
the  fpring  and  autumn  ought  equally  to 
be  preferred  to  the  fcorching  heat  of  fum- 
mer,  and  the  chilling  cold  of  winter, 
provided  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe 
will  admit  of  delay,  otherwife  no  at- 
tention is  to  be  paid  to  feafon.  The 
eoldnefs  of  the  feafon,  &c.  may  be  re- 
medied by  confinement  to  the  houfe,  and 
the  heat  regulated  agreeable  to  the  feeling 
of  the  patient  \  but  if  his  bufmefs  or  cir- 
cumftances of  life  oblige  him  to  go  out 
in  cold  damp  weather,  he  fhould  pay  the 
ftrideft  attention  to  his  clothing,  and 
conftantly  wear  under  his  Ihirt  a  waiftcoat 
of  calico  or  flannel,  and  by  all  means  to 
avoid  wet  feet. 

It  is  now  univerfally  allowed,  that  mer- 
cury is  the  only  remedy  in  the  Venereal 
Difeafe ;  but  what  its  operation  is,  or  how 
it  cures  the  difeafe,  has  been  long  a  point 
undifcufled,  fuh  judice  lis  eji.  A  quef- 
tion,  therefore,  naturally  arifes — How  it 
zdis  on  .the  Venereal  virus  ?  Whether  by 
deftroying  its  quality,  or,  by  producing  an 

evacuation. 
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cyacuation,  expelling  it  out  of  the  fyftem  ? 
Each  of  thefe  opinions  have  had  their  re- 
fpeftive  votaries .  A  mong  thofe  who  rather 
adhere  to  the  latter,  is  the  learned  and  in- 
genious Dr.  Cullen,  who  fuppofes,  that 
mercury  a6ls  as  a  uiiiverfal  evacuant, 
which  changes  the  whole  mafs  of  fluids, 
and  evacuates  in  particular  any  foreign 
matter  that  may  be  mixed  with  them; 
and  the  fhorteft  way,  fays  the  Do6lor,  in 
producing  this  effeft,  is  probably  by  ex- 
citing a  diaphorefis :  as  a  proof  of  this, 
he  introduces  in  his  Le6lure  on  Syphilis, 
the  following  very  intereftlng  medical 
anecdote. 

*  "  An  officer,  being  in  a  campaign, 
"  was  afflifted  with  a  Lues,  infilled,  in 
"  view  of  battle,  upon  being  immediately 

freed  from  his  difeafe :  the  regimental 
"  furgeon,  in  compliance  with  his  ear- 
"  neft  entreaties,  anointed  him  at  once 
"  from  neck  to  heel,  ufmg  it  to  fuch  4 
"  quantity,  as  contained  an  ounce  of 

CulUn's  Le£t.  on  Syphilis,  la  manufcript,  1776. 

"  quickfilver 
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"  quickfilver  in  one  night.  The  conle- 
"  quence  was,  that  the  patient  broke  out 
"  into  a  moft  profufe  and  continued  fweat, 
"  which,  in  a  few  days  removed  all  his 
"  fymptoms.  I  will  not  vouch  for  the 
"  truth  of  this,  nor  do  I  propofe  it," 
continues  that  admirable  pradtitioner,  *'  for 
your  imitation.  If  we  may  truft  to 
"  it,  it  points  out  the  good  efFe6ls  that 
"  are  to  be  derived  from  ufing  mercury, 
"  fo  as  to  fupport  all  the  outlets  j  and  this 
"  may  be  obtained,  by  employing  acrid 
"  preparations  of  it,  which  promife  to  be 
"  good  remedies.  Hence  we  may  account 
"  for  the  good  effeds  of  corrolive  fubli- 
"  mate*,  which,  though  a  valuable  reme- 

"  dy, 

*  My  late  worthy  and  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Clare, 
applied  this  active  and  powerful  mercurial  preparation 
with  the  happieft  fucccfs,  in  the  form  of  a  ftrong  fo- 
lution  in  water,  on  the  palms  of  the  hands,  and  foles 
of  the  feet ;  with  a  very  gentle  degree  of  fri£lion  on 
either  of  thefe  furfaces,.  the  medicine  is  readily  ab- 
forbed,  and  prefently  fhews  its  efFefts  on  thefyftem. 

By  this  modeof  application,  its  deleterious  aftion  on 
the  ftomach  and  bowels  is  completely  avoided,  and  the 

efficacy 
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"  dy,  is  not  fo  effedual  with  us,  as  has 
"  been  reprefented  by  Van  Swieten,  and 
"  its  firft  introducers  into  pra6lice.  Pro- 
"  bably  its  faikire  in  many  cafes,  may 

have  been  owing  to  its  determination  to 
*'  the  fkin  being  checked  by  the  patient 
"  expofing  himfelf  to  the  cool  air,  whilft 
"  he  was  under  a  courfe  of  that  medicine; 
"  and,  therefore,  if  the  cure  be  attempted 
"  with  that  preparation  in  cold  weather, 
"  without  confinement,  we  may  be  dif- 
"  appointed." 

This  medicine  we  alfo  imagine  may  fail 
from  fome  peculiarities  of  temperament, 
which  hinders  it  from  afFe6ling  the  Ikin— 
as  we  know  there  are  fome  people  in  whoii 
it  is  very  difficult  to  promote  perfpiration. 
However  much  this  medicine  may  be  held 
in  difefteem,  there  are  many  inftances  on 
record,  where  it  has  been  given  with  ftrong 
decoflions  of  farfaparilla  and  mezereon, 

efHcaoy  of  the  remedy  is  no  ways  impaired — circum- 
ftances  of  confiderable  moment  in  pra<Stice,  and  lead 
us  to  form  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  this  novel 
manner  of  employing  it. 

H  under 
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under  a  ftri6l  obfervance  to  a  low  diet,  and' 
with  confinement  to  the  houfe,  and  keep- 
ing warm,  have  removed  the  moft  ftub- 
born  Venereal  complaints,  where  every 
other  remedy  had  failed.  Praditioners  of 
late  have  preferred  the  milder  preparations 
of  mercury  to  this  acrid  one,  on  account 
of  the  violence  of  its  nature  j  even  when 
joined  with  opium,  it  produces  efFe6ls  of 
the  worft  kind,  fuch  as  griping,  purging, 
head-ach,  &c.  for  which  reafon  it  is  now 
almoft  totally  laid  afide  :  however,  I  have 
feen  it  employed  with  great  fuccefs  in  Ve- 
nereal eruptions,  of  the  fkin,,  and  in  deep 
feated  ulcers.  I  rather  apprehend  its  fail- 
ure is  more  owing  to  the  injudicious  mode 
of  prefcribing  it,  than  any  fault  of  tl"ke 
medicine  itfelf.  It  ought  never  to  be  given 
to  the  weak  and  irritable,,  nor  to  thofe  who 
are  fabjeft  to  pulmonic  affedions  j  but  to 
the  ftrongand  healthy, the  fubUmate  may  be 
adminirtered  with  great  fafety.  The  quan- 
tity to  be  begun  with  ought  not  to  exceed 
one-fixth,or  at  moft  one-fourth  of  a  grain  a 
day,  at  the  fame  time  diluting  largely  with 

bar- 
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barley-water,  decoftions  of  burdock,  farfa- 
parilla,  &c  *. 

With  refjJeft  to  the  operatiofi  of  mer- 
cury on  the  fyftem,  I  apprehend,  that  it 
a6ts  not  fo  much  by  evacuating  the  Ve- 
nereal vil-us,  as  uniting  with  it  chemi- 
ca(lly3  and  forming  a  compound  whofe 
properties  are  rendered  perfeftly  innocent, 
and  entirely  differing  from,  and  indepen- 
dent of  the  qualities  which  either  of  the 
fubftances  poffeffed  before  their  union  ; 
and  which  afterwards  may  either  remain 
for  a  length  of  time  in,  or  be  expelled  the 
fyfterrt.  This  theory  of  its  operation  feems 
to  be  the  moft  rational  of  any  yet  fabri- 
cated.--^For  was  it  to-  pafs  off  by  the  Ikin, 

*  Two,  three,  or  four  grains  of  corrofive  fublimate, 
(or  according  to  circumftances)  diffolved  in  a  quart  of 
water,  rtiakes  one  of  the  moft  elegant,  and  at  the 
fame  time  moft  efficacious  injections  in  a  Venereal  Go- 
norrhoea, of  any  we  are  acquainted  with.  For  this 
purpofe  it  far  excels  the  boafted  preparation  of  lead, 
copper,  kc.  which  havfe  all  been  fo  highly  extolled  in 
that  difcharge.  For  the  above  moft  excellent  injection, 
I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Blizard,  whofe  long  and  fuc- 
cefsful  trials  of  it,  confirms  the  encomiums  we  have 
been  bcftowing  upon  it. 

H  2  a  pre- 
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a  preparation  of  antimony  would  anfwer 
the  purpofe  more  efFcdually — Was  it  to  be 
expelled  the  fyflem  by  the  inteftines,  we  are 
provided  with  much  better  purgatives. — Or 
did  its  good  efFe6ls  depend  on  an  increafed 
fecretion  of  faliva,  tobacco  might  equally 
anfwer  that  intention.  I  flatter  myfelf, 
that  this  theory  will  appear  to  be  well 
grounded,  on  the  confideration,  that  mer- 
curial applications  will  cure  local  affec- 
tions. By  advancing  this  do6lrine,  we 
would  perhaps  be  able,  not  only  to  account 
for  a  few  grains  of  mercury  relieving 
fometimes  the  moll:  excruciating  pains  of 
the  bones ;  but  alfo  why  mercury,  taken 
internally,  removes  Venereal  Ulcers  with- 
out any  external  application. 

In  exhibiting  mercury,  one  material 
circumftance  is  to  be  attended  to — the 
quantity  to  be  introduced ;  this  has  like- 
wife  been  a  fubjedt  of  debate.  If  we  ad- 
mit, that  it  has  the  power  of  uniting  with 
the  virus,  wherever  it  meets  it,  and  de- 
ftroying  its  deleterious  qualities,  it  ought 
not  to  be  given  in  fuch  proportions,  as  to 

be 
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be  expelled  the  fyftem  by  purging,  immo- 
derate fweating,  nor  by  an  increafed  fe- 
cretion  from  the  falivary  glands. — Saliva- 
tion therefore,  but  under  certain  circum- 
ftances  which  we  fhall  prefently  fpeak  of, 
fhould  always  be  avoided,  being  undoubt- 
edly a  tedious,  cruel  procefs,  and  unne- 
c-eflary  for  the  cure,  both  from  Analogy 
and  Experience. 

From  Analogy — If  mercury  is  adminif- 
tered  in  fuch  a  quanity,  as  to  pafs  off  by 
any  of  the  different  excretories  of  the 
body,  we  are  difappointed  in  our  expe6la- 
tions :  ex.  gr.  We  exhibit  Peruvian  bark 
for  the  cure  of  intermittents :  if  it  is  car- 
ried off  by  ftool,  we  add  opium  to  pre- 
vent its  purgative  efFe6ls.  Therefore  we 
give  mercury  with  a  view,  that  its  a£l:ion 
fliould  deftroy  the  efFefts  of  the  Venereal 
Poifon,  by  a  fpecies  of  attra6lion,  which 
takes  place  between  them  in  the  body. 
It  is  evident  then,  that  the  more  mer- 
cury we  can  have  to  remain  in  the  fyftem, 
in  a  given  time,  until  the  virus  is  fufiici- 
ently  faturated,  the  more  certain  fliall  we 

H  3  be 
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be  in  deilroying  it.  It  fhould,  therefore, 
be  exhibited  in  Tuch  a  manner,  and  in  Tuch 
quantities,  as  to  produce  qne  or  the  other 
of  the  following  appearances,  ift,  A  hard- 
nefsj  fuhiefs,  and  a  moderate  frequency  of 
the  pulfe. — 2dly,  Fetor  of  the  breath,  witl^ 
a  forenefs  of  the  ^lQuth  and  gams*,-— 

Or 

*  As  foon  as  the  mercury  afFefts  the  mouth  of  the 
patient,  or  occafions  an  acceleration  ef  the  pulfe, 
are  fure  of  thp  mpft  fflenlial  point,  viz.  of  its 
having  entered  the  ciicw]atiftii,  which  is  abfolutply  ne- 
ccflary  for  deftroying  completely  the  poifon  lodged 
there.  Hovvcver,  I  have  often  fcen  this  mineral  cure 
Venereal  Diftempers,  without  either  producing  forenefs 
of  the  gums,  fctpr  of  the  breath,  or  any  fenfible  ake- 
ratioi>  or  efiet^il  whatever  in  th?  fyftem. 

But  thefe  appearances  are  fatisfa£lory  and  excellent 
guides  to  fl^cer  by,  and  in  general  ought  devoutly  to 
be  wiihed  for.  The  difajipearing  of  internal  Venerea} 
Symptoms,  and  more  fo  of  external  ones,  is  another 
not  unequivocal  fign,  that  the  mercury  has  exerted 
its  acSlion  on  the  Venereal  Virus.  If  Venereal  Ulcers, 
which  arofe  from  an  infected  mafs,  begin  to  heal,  if 
pains  of  the  bones  begin  to  vanifh,  under  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  we  are  fure  of  its  having  removed  the  efte6ls 
of  the  Venereal  Poifon  ;  but  we  cannot  yet  afeertain, 
that  every  particle  of  this  poifon  prefent  in  the  body, 
is  totally  eradicated.  In  order  to  remedy  this  incon- 
venience, 


Lues  Venerea,  103 

Or  3dly,  an  abatement  of  the  fymptoms, 
without  any  of  the  preceding  phaenome- 
na.  We  are  poflefled  of  no  other  criteria, 
whereby  vVe  can  judge  of  the  quantity  of 
this  mineral  to  be  depended  upon.  There- 
fore, any  one  of  thefe  appearances  is  a 
fufiicient  and  fatisfa6lory  teft,  that  the  fyf- 
tem  is  under  the  influence  of  mercury. 
When  we  have  got  any  one  of  thefe  cha- 
rafteriftics  of  its  operation,  there  is  no  oc- 
cafion  for  pufhing  it  any  further ;  fnice 
the  fupporting  any  one  of  them,  for  a  few 
weeks,  will  carry  off  moft  inftances  of 
Lues,  and  even  thofe  that  are  pretty  ex- 
tenfively  diffufed  over  the  fyftem. 

From  Experience — This  will  warrant  me 
in  alierting,  that  the  evacuation  produced 
as  often  an  obftrudtion  to  the  cure ;  for 
mercury  cures  fooner,  and  with  greater 
certainty,  when  the  ftrength  is  but  little, 
than  when  it  is  much  reduced  by  it :  hav- 

venience,  the  ufe  of  mercury  ought  to  be  perfifted  in 
for  at  leaft  two  or  three  weeks,  (according  to  the  vi- 
rulence of  the  difcafe)  after  every  Venereal  Symptom 
has  entirely  difappeared. 

H  4  ing 
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ing  feveral  times  bore  teftimony  of  the 
failure  of  falivation,  in  curing  the  difeafe, 
and  when  it  was  adminiftered  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  produce  one  or  other  of  the 
above  appearances,  with  as  little  fenfible 
evacuation  as  poflible,  fucceed. 

In  whatever  manner  or  form  we  are  de- 
termined on  to  adminifter  mercury  ,  falivar 
tion  ought  to  be  guarded  againft.  For 
however  ftrongly  its  advocates  may  reafon 
in  favor  of  it,  it  is  erroneous  to  imagine, 
that  by  falivation  all  the  poifon  is  carried 
off,  and  the  diieafe  by  that  means  radically 
curedj  juft  the  contrary  eiTeft  takes  place. 
It  is  true,  indr:ed,  that  if  falivation  is 
brought  on,  the  j)atient  will  often  find  all 
his  fymptpm.s  difappear,  and  of  courfe  be 
induced  to  think  himfelf  cured ;  but  fome 
months,  nay,  fometimes  only  a  few  weeks 
afterwards,  the  fymptoms  will  return  with 
increafed  violence.  No  doubt,  but  if  the 
difeafe  is  of  a  flight  nature,  it  may  by 
this  method  be  eradicated  j  yet,  from  re- 
peated obfervations  I  may  venture  to  af- 
firm, that  thofe  cures  affected  by  faliva- 
tion, 
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tion,  never  can  or  ought  to  be  depended 
upon. 

The  means  of  preventing  falivation, 
may  be  comprehended  under  the  following 
heads. —  ift,  By  beginning  with  mercury, 
in  fmall  dofes,  and  increafnig  it  gradually, 
until  there  are  evident  marks  of  its  having 
entered  the  circulation ;  and  when  thefe 
occurrences  take  place  —  by  intermitting 
the  ufe  of  mercury  until  they  ceafe. — 2dly, 
By  avoiding  expofure  to  cold  or  damp  air, 
particularly  at  night. — 3dly,  By  indulging 
the  patient  with  a  free  and  generous  diet, 
and  a  moderate  ufe  of  wine,  if  he  is  not 
naturally  of  a  phlogiftic  habit. 

By  a  careful  obfervance  of  the  foregoing 
rules,  I  think  it  is  in  general  not  very  dif- 
ficult to  avoid  falivation,  and  which  few 
cafes  that  are  truly  Venereal,  however  ob- 
ftinate,  can  withftand. 

In  the  following  fituations,  however, 
falivation  feems  inevitable. — ift.  In  per- 
fons  who  are  naturally  very  irritable,  or 
fuch  as  are  rendered  fo  by  repeated  courfes 
pf  mercury,  in  whom  the  fmalleft  dofe, 

exhibited 
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exhibited  in  any  form,  immediately  afFefls 
the  mouth,  and  if  peififted  in  for  two  or 
three  days,  produces  fahvation. — zdly.  In 
thofe,  when  the  difeafe  is  gaining  much 
ground,  and  proceeding  fo  faft,  that  the 
foft  parts  are  in  danger  of  being  deftroy- 
cd,  and  the  patient  cut  off,  or  at  leaft  dif- 
figured,  by  the  violence  of  its  effects. — 
In  this  cafe  it  would  be  extremely  hazard- 
ous, to  wait  till  its  baneful  influence  is 
checked  by  the  remedy  adminillered  in  fucli 
a  way  as  to  avoid  falivation. — 3dly,  In 
others  again,  where  we  cannot  truft  to 
their  ufing  it  regularly.  Many  have  ob- 
je6led  to  this  laft  reafon  for  employing  fa- 
livation, in  order  to  rid  the  patient  of  the 
difeafe,  but  with  what  propriety  I  cannot 
lee,  though  perhaps  I  am  as  great  an  ene- 
my to  this  mode  of  cure  as  any  of  its 
avowed  ones;  yet  when  we  have  got  people 
to  deal  with,  who  are  irregular  in  ufing 
what  is  recommended,  and  otherwife  very 
inattentive  to  their  health,  even  when  the 
difeafe  is  making  rapid  progrefs  in  their 
conftitutions. — Under  thefe  circumftances, 

after 
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after  we  have  in  the  flrongeft  and  moft 
pathetic  terms  pointed  out  to  them  the 
impropriety  of  their  conduft,  and  that 
their  perfevering  in  it  will  be  the  irreme- 
diable caufe  of  bringing  mifery  on  themr 
felves,  and  transferring  it  to  thofe  unborn, 
and  perhaps  of  rendering  them  totally  in- 
capable of  ever  enjoying  the  pleafures  of 
the  marriage-bed  :  after  we  have  ftrongly 
enforced  thefe  interefting  particulars,  and 
they  ftill  perfift  in  this  improper  mode  of 
proceeding,  a  refpe£l  for  our  own  charac- 
ter, and,  what  is  more,  the  love  of  hu- 
manity authorize,  nay,  oblige  us  to  ufe  this 
violent  method  of  cure,  not  from  any  pre- 
dileftion  in  favour  of  it,  but  from  mere 
neceffity :  as  on  the  contrary,  falivation 
rather  renders  the  efFe6l  of  the  medicine 
doubtful,  and  in  courfe  ought  to  be  avoid- 
ed, unlefs  in  thofe  fituations  we  have  been 
defcribing. 


AMONGST 
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AMONGST  tilt-  various  remedies 
which  have  been  recommended  in  Venereal 
complaints,  opium,  though  often  prefcrib- 
cd  lor  them  with  no  other  purpofe  than 
Hiercly  to  alleviate  pain  or  lefTen  irritabi- 
lity, yet  its  poflcflliig  antivenereal  quaU- 
ties  was  novel,  and  never  fuggefted  before 
the  year  1779;  when  the  fpecific  powers  of 
this  celebrated  medicine  were  accidentally 
rfifcovered  by  Dr.  Frederick  Michaelis, 
Phyfician-General  to  the  Hcflian  troops ; 
and  the  circumftances  v/hich  led  him  to 
this  difcovery  are  related  by  him,  as  appear 
in  the  fequel*.  ^'  A  young  gentleman, 
"  who,  after  having  tried  a  variety  of  mer- 
**  cuiial  preparations  for  a  moft  inveterate 
"  Venereal  afFe61:ion,  gave  up  his  bufinefs 
in  New  York,  where  he  then  refided, 
and  went  to  England  without  hopes  of 
recovery.  Hetheretook  large  dofes of  opi- 
"  um  to  eafe  his  pain ;  its  effects,,  however, 
"  fm-paffed  his  moll  fanguine  ex'pe6lations, 
"  for  without  ufmg  any  other  remedy,  he 

*  Vid.  London  Medical  Commentaries,  Vol.  I. 

"  found 
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'  found  himfelf  perfedlly  cured  within  a 
'  very  fliort  fpace  of  time.  I  no  fooner 
'  heard  of  this  extraordinary  recovery, 
'than  I  became  defirous  to  afcertain 
"  whether  opium  would  have  the  fame 
"  effe6t,  where  no  mercury  had  been  given. 

My  trials,  for  this  purpofe,  were  pretty 
"  numerous,  and  in  general  attended  with 
*'  great  fuccefs.  They  were  made  with  all 
*'  the  accuracy  I  was  capable  of.  The 
"  medicines  were  always  given  by  the  mates 
**  of  the  hofpitals,  and  I  myfelf  faw  the 
"  patient  daily,  and  wrote  down,  upon  the 

fpot,  every  change  that  occurred. — The 
"  patients  were  fo  carefully  attended  to, 
"  that  I  am  certain  they  took  the  medicines 
*'  in  the  doles  directed;  and  equally  cer- 

tain  that  they  took  no  other  remedy." 
— The  above,  with  about  twenty  other  in- 
ftances,  the  Do6ior  produces,  to  prove  the 
fuperior  efficacy  of  opium  over  ajl  other 
remedies  in  this  difeafe. — He  very  candidly 
acknowledges,  that  it  did  not  always  fuc- 
ceed ;  but  the  proportion  of  the  fuccefsful 
cafes,  to  thofe  in  which  this  medicine  alone 

did 
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did  not  effe6l  a  cure,  was  as  three  to  one ; 
and  among  thofe  in  which  it  failed,  there 
were  many  in  which  mercury  proved  equally 
ineffet^lual. 

The  immenfe  quantities  of  opium  which 
he  gave  his  patients  are  truly  aftonifliing. 
He  has  frequently  adminiftered,  from  one 
grain,  to  two  fcruples  at  a  dofe,  even  to 
thofe  who  had  never  been  accuftomed  to  it; 
and  which  is  very  remarkable,  thefe  enor- 
mous dofes  often  produced  little  or  no 
fleep  ;  and  that  if  it  had  that  effeft  at  firf^-, 
it  generally  went  off  in  a  fliort  time.  But 
in  what  manner  this  catholicon  a6ts  on  the 
Venereal  Virus,  he  does  not  attempt  to 
explain  ;  nor,  indeed,  has  its  effe6ls,  which 
it  produces  on  the  human  frame,  been 
thoroughly  inveftigated,  or  obferved  with 
fufficient  accuracy.  It  is,  however,  a  pre-^ 
valent  opinion,  that  it  diminifhes  every 
fecretion,  perfpiration  excepted.  Opium, 
as  far  as  it  induces  fleep  *,  renders  us  in- 
fenfible  of  a  moderate  ftimulus  j  and,  per- 

*  Dr.  Young  on  Opium. 

haps, 


Lues  Venerea.  hi 

haps,  many  of  the  phaenomena  attending 
it,  may  be  accounted  for  from  this  infenfi- 
bility.    Hence,  perhaps,  it  is,  that  moft  of 
our  excretions  are  abated,  or  interrupted  at 
that  time  j  we  neither,  ex.gr.  cough,  hawk, 
fpit,  fneeze,  nor  evacuate  by  ftool  or  urine. 
It  feems  to  be  owing  to  this,  that  many  of 
our  fecreted  liquors,  which,  though  thin 
when  they  arrive  at  the  excretory  du6ls,  yet 
by  the  remora  there,  in  our  fleep  becomes 
thick:  witnefs  the  wax  in  the  ears,  the 
mucus  in  our  mouth,  nofe,  fauces,  and  in- 
teftines,  they  are  all  thicker  after  a  pro- 
found lleep,  probably  by  remaining  till 
the  aqueous  parts  are  abforbed  or  evapo- 
rated :  and  hence,  perhaps,  it  is,  that  per- 
fpiration,  which  is  excited  without  ajiy  fti- 
mulus,  proceeds  fully  as  well  afleep  as  whtvk 
awake;  nay,  probably  better,  on  account  of 
the  other  excretions  being  then  lelTened.  But 
the  experiments  made  by  Doctor  Michaelis, 
tend  to  confute  this,  and  eftablifh  a  con- 
trary hypothecs, -u/z;:  That  the  large  doles  of 
opium,  which  he  gave  to  his  patients,  in- 
ftead  of  diminifhing  the  fecretions,  had  aa 
5  oppofite 
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oppofite  efFe6l,  for  moft  of  them  made  more 
urine  than  ordinary :  and  another  veiy  extra- 
ordinary effect  it  produced,  which  to  the 
Reader  will  appear  to  border  upon  the  /«- 
credible — was  now  and  then  an  increafed 
fecretion  of  faliva,  fometimes  amounting  to 
a6tual  falivation.  Another  fymptom,  the 
Doctor  takes  notice  of,  will  appear  equally 
fo,  was,  its  fometimes  bringing  on  a  moft 
violent  diarrhoea,  particularly  when  great 
quantities  of  it  were  accumulated  in  the 
bowels  *,  In  whatever  manner  opium 
operates  on  the  fyftem,  it  is  not  our  pre- 
fent  purpofe  to  enter  upon — fuffice  it  to  fay, 
agreeable  to  the  Author's  account,  it  gene- ' 
rally  pi'oved  a  fovereign  remedy  in  the 
difeafe.  But  however  well  authenticated 
the  above  practice  is,  however  refpe6lablc 

*  It  feems  to  have  been  a  conftant  rule  with  the 
Dodlior,  to  bleed  thofe  patients  of  a  plethoric  habit, 
previous  to  their  commencing  a  courfe  of  opium,  and 
to  evacuate  the  bowels,  if  there  was  any  indication  for 
doing  fo  ;  it  being  well  known,  that  it  would  be  highly 
incongruous,  in  a  judicious  praiSlitioner,  to  adminifter 
opium,  when  there  were  any  impurities  in  the  firft 
paflages. 
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and  numerous  tlie  authorities  *  brought 
forward  to  fupport  it,  it  has  not  been  at- 
tended, by  no  means,  either  in  our  hofpi- 
tals  in  town,  or  in  private  pra6tice  with 
that  uninterrupted  flow  of  fuccefs  which  its 
introducer  has  fo  ftrenuoufly  aflerted. 

As  far  as  ever  I  have  been  able  to  judge 
of  the  effects  of  opium  in  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,  have  briefly  been,  as  follows -f. — 

That 

*  Repeated  fuccefsful  trials  of  this  medicine  were 
made  in  the  Britifla  hofpital,  at  New  York,  by  Dr. 
Nooth,  Meffrs.  Grant,  Beaumont,  Forfter,  and  Wier, 
furgeons.  By  Dr.  Schopfj  phyfician  to  the  Anfpach 
troops.  In  England,  by  Dr.  Saunders  of  Guy's  hof- 
pital J  the  refult  of  the  laft  Gentleman's  experiments 
were  not  followed  (as  far  as  I  can  learn)  with  fuch  a 
train  of  unequivocal  fuccefs,  as  Dr.  Michaelis  has  re- 
prefented. 

t  Opium,  applied  either  in  a  very  fine  powder,  or  a 
folution  of  it  in  water  to  ill-conditioned  ulcers,  whether 
arifing  from  a  Venereal  or  fcorbutic  taint,  is,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  beft  remedies  the  whole  practice  of  phyfic 
can  furnifli  us  with.  The  following  inftance,  among 
the  many  I  have  been  witnefs  to,  may  ferve  to  illuftratc 
its  efficacy  in  ulcers  from  the  former  caufe.  A  Gen- 
tleman, 32  years  of  age,  of  a  healthy  robuft  conftitution, 
confulted  Dr.  Turnbull  and  myfelf,  about  four  or  five 
inpnths  ago,  for  a  large  deep  fpreading  ulcer,  with  hard 

^  pro- 
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That  large  and  continued  dofes  of  it,  joined 
with  mercury,  adminiftered  in  Venereal 

prominent  borders,  extremely  fenfible  to  the  touch,  at- 
tended with  a  confiderable  acrid  difcharge,  which  gave 
him  exquifite  torture, and  had  covered,  and  was  in  danger 
of  confuming  the  whole  glans. — Under  thefe  alarming 
circumftances,  mercury,  both  externally  and  internally 
adminiftered j  was  had  immediate  recourfe  to,  without 
the  leaft  effect,  the  ulcer  continuing  to  fpread  and  de- 
ftroy  the  parts  ;  but  at  laft  fortunate}y  gave  way  to  3 
ftrong  folution  of  opium  in  water,  with  which  it  was 
frequently  bathed  throughout  the  day;  at  the  fame  time 
he  took  from  three  to  ten  grains  of  the  extrafl.  thebaic, 
combined  with  mere,  calcinat.  —  By  purfuing  this 
courfe,  together  with  giving  him  the  baik  in  large  dofes, 
at  the  end  of  a  month  he  v/as  perfectly  recovered  ;  but 
it  was  thoi!ght  necelTary  to  continue  the  medicine  for 
three  weeks  longer,  gradually  diminifhing  the  quantity 
of  opium. 

The  circumftances  of  this  cafe  points  out  to  us  that 
what  mercury  alone  cannot  accompliih,may  be  affefledb  J 
a  judicious  union  of  thefe  two  powerful  remedies. — 
Another  mode  of  ufing  opium  in  ulcers,  is,  by  means 
of  vapour  ;  this,  joined  with  the  vapdur  of  camphire, 
has  a  moft  furprifing  effect  on  ulcers  of  a  long  ftanding. 

A  refpe£lable  Spanifh  furgeon  fuiu  informed  n;c  of 

this  method  of  applying  opium  to  ulcers,  when  I  was  in 
that  kingdom,  about  five  years  ago. — And  I  believe  that 

it  is  not  at  prefent  generally  known,  or  pradlifed  in  this 

Ifland. 

affe61"ions 
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affeftlons  of  the  bones,  which  often  occa- 
lion  (particularly  at  night,  when  in  bed) 
the  moft  excrutiating  agony,  are  fometimes 
attended  with  the  moft  falutary  confe- 
quences. 

That  its  principal  effe6ls  are  merely  (as 
has  been  obferved)  Firft,  To  mitigate  pain. 
' — Secondly,  To  diminilh  irritability. — 
Thirdly,  To  prevent  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teftines  from  being  ftimulated  and  rtrongly 
a6led  upon  by  faline  mercurial  prepara- 
tions. Thefe  feem  to  be  the  only  good 
purpofes  that  are  to  be  expe6led  from  tlis 
ufe  of  opium  in  Lues  Venerea. 

Future  experiments,  and  time  the  grand 
finifher  of  all  human  events,  muft  decide 
on  this,  as  well  as  on  every  other  fubje6l. 
But  the  effe6ls^  already  obferved,  cer- 
tainly juftify  us,  in  giving  this  new 
remedy  a  fair  and  candid  trial,  particularly 
in  cafes  where  mercury  cannot  be  ufed 
v/ith  fafety,  or  where  it  has  been  employed 
without  efFeft. 


FINIS. 


